PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES
Act 246 of 1931

AN ACT to provide for the construction, repair, and maintenance of pavements, sidewalks, and elevated structures
on or along public roads and highways; to provide for the levying of taxes and of special assessments; to authorize
the borrowing of money and the issuance of bonds; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local
agencies and officers; to validate actions taken, special assessments levied, and bonds issued; and to provide for the
lighting of certain roads, highways, and bridges.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- Am. 1973, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Aug. 21, 1973 ;--
Am. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

41.271 Pavements or sidewalks; application by petition; eligibility of signers, certificate of tax status;
authority of county road commissioners; highway or public highway, definition.

Sec. 1.

Whenever the owners of more than 51% of the lineal frontage of lands outside of the corporate limits of any city
or village fronting or touching upon any public highway or portion thereof, desire a pavement or sidewalks built
thereon, they may file an application for such improvement with the county road commissioners of the county in
which such pavement or sidewalk is proposed to be built. No application for the paving of any highway, or portion
thereof, shall be considered unless at least 75% of the lands fronting thereon have been subdivided into parcels
having a frontage of not more than 300 feet each on such highway or there shall be an average of at least 1
building, including buildings under construction, located along the portion of such highway proposed to be paved
for every 300 lineal feet thereof, according to a survey thereof to be made by the commissioners. The eligibility of
signers to any application hereby authorized may be determined by their interest of record in the office of the
register of deeds or in the probate court of the county in which such lands are situated at the time the petition is
presented or by other satisfactory proof of interest presented to the commissioners. Such petition shall be
accompanied by a description of the land fronting or touching on the highway owned by each signer and by a
certificate of the county treasurer, showing the taxes or special assessments, if any, against such lands which appear
delinquent on his books; no name of any signer on the petition shall be considered valid whose land fronting or
touching on the highways shows delinquent assessments or taxes on such certificate. Any petition so received by
the commissioners or presented to them under the provisions of this act, shall be deemed to confer full authority to
cause such work to be done in order that the proper proportion of the expense thereof may be met accordingly. The
commissioners shall have all the power of laying out and establishing all such pavements or sidewalks. The words
"highway" or "public highway" as used in this act mean any road, street or alley taken over by and under the
jurisdiction of the board of county road commissioners.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.271 ;-- Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff.
May 28, 1951 ;-- Am. 1960, Act 47, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1960 ;-- Am. 1967, Act 42, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1967

41.271a Pavements or sidewalks; application by resolution of township board; declaration of necessity,
public hearing; petition for discontinuance.

Sec. 1a.

Any township board, by resolution, may make application to the board of county road commissioners for the
improvement of a county road or portion thereof located within the township. The resolution when received and
accepted by the county road commissioners shall confer the same authority to cause an improvement to be made
and benefits assessed as if a petition were filed in accordance with the provisions of section 1. The petition shall not
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be considered unless it complies with the subdivision and building requirements set forth in section 1 relating to
applications by property owners.

A declaration of necessity shall be made by resolution of the board of county road commissioners who shall
thereafter hold a public hearing at the township hall upon the declaration of necessity in the same manner as if an
application had been filed by property owners as set forth in section 1. After the date of the public hearing on the
declaration of necessity, the property owners of 51% or more of the lineal frontage along the proposed
improvement may submit within 45 days a petition to the board of county road commissioners requesting that the
project be discontinued. The project shall be discontinued if, upon examination, the owners of 51% or more of the
lineal frontage along the improvement have signed the petition. If no petition is filed within 45 days, the project
shall proceed in the same manner as if inaugurated by property owners.

History: Add. 1968, Act 55, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968

41.272 Pavements or sidewalks; survey, plat; adoption of materials, grade and manner of construction by
county road commissioners.

Sec. 2.

Upon the filing of such application, the commissioners shall proceed to examine the location, and, if they deem
the proposed improvement necessary, shall cause a survey thereof and establish grades and make specifications of
the kind of improvement suitable for the purpose, and estimates of the cost thereof to be filed with them by a
registered engineer. The said commissioners shall also cause a plat to be made of said proposed improvement and
of the lands that may be benefited by the proposed improvement. The commissioners may adopt such kind of
material, grade and manner of construction as they shall deem best under the circumstances, and shall assume
responsibility for proper inspection during the construction of said proposed improvement.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.272

41.273 Bridges, drains, curbing, culverts and additional rights of way; deemed part of improvement.
Sec. 3.

All bridges, road drains, drainage structures, curbing, culverts and any additional right of way required shall be
deemed a necessary part of any proposed improvement and the cost and expenses thereof shall be included in the
special assessment roll for such improvement.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.273 ;-- Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff.
May 28, 1951

41.274 Pavements or sidewalks; first order of determination, specifications, description of assessment
district by county road commissioners; location along state trunk line, approval by state highway
commissioner.

Sec. 4.

If after such survey, establishment of grades, plans and specifications and estimates of cost have been filed with
them, the commissioners shall still be of the opinion that the proposed improvement is necessary for the benefit of
the public and is for the benefit of the public welfare and convenience, they shall make their first order of
determination and attach a copy of the specifications to such order. These specifications shall not be final but may
be changed by the commissioners at any time before the final order is made, but not after the hearing of the
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objections hereinafter provided for, except after due notice and hearing thereon. The commissioners shall also
attach to such order either a description of the boundaries of the proposed assessment district or a description of
the several parcels of land which may be liable to assessment for the benefits on account of the proposed
improvement: Provided, however, That whenever the proposed improvement is located on a state trunk line, no
hearing as above referred to shall be held unless the state highway commissioner shall have been furnished with a
written determination of necessity signed by the county road commissioners and a complete file of the plans and
specifications, and the approval of the state highway commissioner as to determination, plans and specifications has
been obtained.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 41.274

41.275 Pavements or sidewalks; hearing of objections, notice, contents; change in specifications or
boundaries of assessment district, new hearing.

Sec. 5.

The commissioners shall hear objections to the proposed improvement at the time and place to be fixed by them
either at the office of the commissioners or at some suitable place within the township in which the proposed
special assessment district is located: Provided, That the holding of such hearing may be enforced by mandamus in
case the commissioners shall fail to hold the hearing within 60 days after the filing of the petition required under
section 1 of this act. At this hearing all parties or persons interested shall be given an opportunity to present their
objections, if any, to the proposed improvement. Notice of this hearing shall be given by the commissioners by
causing a notice thereof to be published at least once in each week for 2 weeks in succession in some newspaper of
general circulation in such district, and by posting 5 notices within the limits of such district, in public and
conspicuous places therein. Such posting shall be done and at least 1 publication in the newspaper shall be made not
less than 10 days prior to such hearing. Such notice shall set forth a description of the boundaries of the proposed
special assessment district or the several parcels of land proposed to be assessed on account of such improvement
and the time and place of hearing. At this hearing the commissioners shall make any changes in the specifications
deemed advisable without further notice or hearing, provided such changes do not increase the estimate more than
10 per cent. If they do increase the estimate more than 10 per cent, then a new hearing shall be had and notice
thereof given as in the first instance. At such hearing, the commissioners may alter the boundaries of the proposed
assessment district: Provided, however, That if said district is enlarged or otherwise altered so as to embrace
additional lands, hearing thereon after due notice shall be had as hereinbefore provided.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 41.275 ;-- Am. 1949, Act 218, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949 ;-- Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff.
May 28, 1951 ;-- Am. 1952, Act 241, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952 ;-- Am. 1953, Act 84, Imd. Eff. May 18, 1953

41.276 Pavements or sidewalks; liability of petitioners.
Sec. 6.

The petitioners for the construction of any improvement under the provisions of this act shall be jointly and
severally liable for the costs and expense of proceedings had, but not for any portion of the construction of the
improvement, in case the proceedings therefor shall be dismissed for any cause where the county road
commissioners have incurred expense because of such petition.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.276

41.277 Pavements or sidewalks; final order of determination, attachment of specifications.
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Sec. 7.

Within 30 days after hearing objections, if the commissioners shall deem the proposed improvement necessary
for the benefit of the public welfare and convenience, they shall make their final order in writing, under their hands,
determining that the proposed improvement shall be made according to the final specifications adopted by them, a
copy of which specifications shall be attached to said order.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 41.277 ;-- Am. 1952, Act 241, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952

41.278 Contracts for construction of improvement; bids, notice, procedure; commencement of construction.
Sec. 8.

On the making of the said final order, the commissioners shall proceed to let the contract for the construction of
the proposed improvement to the lowest responsible bidder, said bidder to furnish adequate security for the
performance of the same, in a sum to be fixed by the commissioners: Provided, That no contract shall be let or rolls
spread under the provisions of this act when 25 per cent or more of the total tax levied for all purposes upon real
property within the assessment district shall have been delinquent for 1 or more years. The commissioners shall give
notice of the letting of such contract by publishing a notice thereof in some newspaper of general circulation in the
county, at least once in each week for 2 weeks, and may publish notice thereof in other newspapers if they shall
deem the same advisable. At least 1 publication of the notice shall be made not less than 10 days prior to the date of
letting. They may reserve the right to reject any and all bids. If rejected, the same procedure for obtaining bids shall
be repeated, or if deemed advisable by the commissioners, they shall proceed with the construction of said
proposed improvement in the same manner and with the same authority, when applicable, as they have to build
roads under the provisions of the county road law. After the bids have been received or as soon thereafter as
practicable, the commissioners shall enter into the necessary contract for the construction of the proposed
improvement with the party whose bid shall be accepted by them and who shall have furnished the bonds required.
The commissioners shall take such action as may be necessary to commence construction of the proposed
improvements, or cause such construction to be commenced, within 6 months, or if weather does not then permit,
as soon thereafter as the weather does permit after making said final order.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.278 ;- Am. 1952, Act 241, Eff. Sept.
18,1952

41.279 Special assessment district; determination, announcement, addition of lands; determination of
installments.

Sec. 9.

At the time of hearing objections to the proposed improvement, the commissioners shall finally determine the
special assessment district to be assessed for benefits on the construction of the proposed improvement, and shall
not assess any lands therefor not included in the district. The determination shall be announced at the conclusion of
the hearing. If at any time error is discovered in the district as so determined, before the special assessment roll has
been finally approved by the commissioners and if in the judgment of the commissioners further lands should be
brought within such assessment district, they may give notice of a new hearing as to the limits of such assessment
district, and bring in additional lands as provided in the first instance. The commissioners shall also then and there
determine the number of installments, if any, in which the money therefor shall be raised, which shall not be more
than 10 annual installments. The determination as to the number of installments in which the money for the
improvements shall be raised, may be altered, subject to the limitations in section 13, after notice and hearing
thereon given and conducted in the manner hereinbefore provided.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 41.279 ;-- Am. 1960, Act 47, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1960
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41.280 Assessment of benefits against township and parcels of land; review; assessment against state lands;
numbering of districts.

Sec. 10.

The commissioners shall apportion the percentage of the total cost of the improvement which the township at
large shall be taxed to pay by reason of the benefit to the public convenience and welfare, which shall not exceed
25% of the total cost of the improvement, and may apportion a percentage of the total cost of the improvement, to
be borne by the board of county road commissioners from the county road fund, and shall also apportion the
percentage of the benefits to accrue to any piece or parcel of land by reason of the construction of that
improvement over and above the sum of the percent assessed against the township at large and the percentage, if
any, apportioned to the board of county road commissioners to be paid from the county road fund as provided in
this section, which percent of benefit shall be apportioned upon and assessed against the lands benefited, according
to the benefits received, and which apportionment shall be announced at the time and place of hearing objections to
and equalizing the apportionment of benefits. The assessments of percent benefits shall be subject to review and
correction and may be reviewed in the manner provided in this act. All appeals in this act provided for shall be from
the apportionment of the percent of benefits. Any state lands, except state tax homestead or state swamp lands
under the control of the department of natural resources, benefited by any such improvement, shall be liable to
assessment in the same manner as are privately owned lands. The amount of any assessment on state land shall be
certified by the board of county road commissioners, and shall be paid by the state treasurer. Payment shall be made
out of any funds in the state treasury appropriated for that purpose. In any case where an assessment is imposed by
the board of county road commissioners under this act the state shall have the same right of appeal as is given to
owners of other lands. The board of county road commissioners shall designate each assessment district by number,
by which number it shall thereafter be known. Whenever any state land is assessed for benefits, the board of county
road commissioners shall give 10 days' notice to the state treasurer of the time and place of the hearing of
objections on account of the assessment.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.280 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 373, Imd. Eff.
May 24, 2002

41.281 Creation of indebtedness; approval by township board; limitation on issue of township bonds.
Sec. 11.

In the creation of any indebtedness hereunder, it shall not be necessary to have the approval of the board of
supervisors thereon, but no indebtedness against the township at large shall be incurred without the approval of the
township board of each township in which any part of the assessment district is situated. No bonds shall be issued
on behalf of any township which would cause the total bonded debt of the township to exceed 5 per cent of'its
assessed valuation.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 41.281

41.282 Maintenance and repair of improvement; proration of expense of joint improvement.
Sec. 12.

After the completion of said proposed improvement, the highway authorities having jurisdiction over the
highway involved, shall maintain and repair said pavement and/or sidewalk and shall keep the same in a reasonably
safe condition for public travel, using for this purpose any money which may be available for the maintenance and
repair of said highway. If there is a surplus of the money collected after paying the cost of building such proposed
improvement, the same shall be turned over to the highway authorities having the responsibility for the maintenance
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and repair thereof and shall be used solely for such maintenance and repair. If the improvement is in more than 1
highway jurisdiction, the fund shall be prorated between such jurisdictions according to the amount of the
improvement in each.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.282

41.283 Proceedings governed by MCL 247.418 to 247.481; records; reports.
Sec. 13.

The construction of the proposed improvement, the assessment for same, the collection of the interest on the
assessment, the making of any assessment district, all appeals and hearings thereon, the issuing of bonds, the
collection of money, the levying of reassessments to cover deficiencies, and all other necessary proceedings shall be
conducted in the same manner as is provided in and governed by the provisions of Act No. 59 of the Public Acts of
1915, as amended, being sections 247.418 to 247.481 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, so far as the same may be
applicable to this class of improvements. Records shall be kept and reports made of bonds issued under this act by
the same officers and in the same manner as provided by law for bonds under said act.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.283 ;-- Am. 1949, Act 218, Eff. Sept.
23,1949 ;-- Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1951 ;-- Am. 1960, Act 47, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1960 ;-- Am. 1973, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Aug.
21,1973

41.283a Bonds; issuance and sale; full faith and credit; assessment district sinking fund; bonds subject to
revised municipal finance act.

Sec. 13a.

(1) The commissioners may issue and sell bonds and pledge the full faith and credit of the assessment district for
the payment of the bonds.

(2) The township board of any township in which a special assessment district is created under the provisions of
this act may, by resolution duly adopted, pledge the full faith and credit of the township for the payment of bonds
issued on that special assessment district. Whenever an assessment district sinking fund is insufficient to pay the
bonds and interest on the bonds when due, and the full faith and credit of the township have been pledged to the
payment of those bonds, the amount necessary to make the payment shall be immediately paid into the assessment
district sinking fund by the township. In any case where the payment is made by the township, all special
assessments collected in the district after all bonds issued have been retired or sufficient funds have been
accumulated in the assessment district sinking fund to retire all the bonds shall belong to and be turned over to the
township.

(3) Bonds issued under this act are subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to
141.2821.

History: Add. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1951 ;-- Am. 1973, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Aug. 21, 1973 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 273, Imd. Eff. May
9,2002

41.284 Advancement of county road funds; reimbursement by township.
Sec. 14.

In lieu of borrowing money and issuing bonds or other evidence of indebtedness, the board of county road
commissioners may advance the necessary funds for the construction of the proposed improvement from county
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road funds under its control, and, upon written certification by the board of county road commissioners that the
cost of said improvement has been or will be paid from the county road fund, the county treasurer shall credit all
assessments collected from the township at large and the assessment district, including any share of delinquent tax
sales apportioned thereto, directly to the county road fund. Whenever funds are so advanced from county road
funds, the township board of any township within which such improvement is located may, by resolution duly
adopted, pledge the full faith and credit of the township to the repayment of all funds so advanced. In such case, if
the county road fund has not been fully reimbursed by special assessment collections upon the final due date of the
last installment of such special assessment, the township shall, within 90 days thereafter, pay to the board of county
road commissioners such sum as is necessary to complete such reimbursement, and any delinquent special
assessments thereafter collected shall belong to and be turned over to the township.

History: Add. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.284 ;-- Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1951

41.285 County board of supervisors; appropriation of funds for advancement; establishment of revolving
fund.

Sec. 15.

The board of supervisors of any county may appropriate necessary funds to advance the cost of any proposed
improvement constructed under the provisions of this act, or said board of supervisors may set up and establish a
revolving fund to finance proposed improvements under the provisions of this act. Whenever the cost of any
improvements constructed under the provisions of this act is advanced from funds so appropriated or set up and
established by the board of supervisors, the county treasurer shall credit all assessments collected from the township
at large and the assessment district, including any share of delinquent tax sales apportioned thereto, directly to the
fund from which the cost of said improvement was advanced.

History: Add. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945 ;-- CL 1948, 41.285

41.286 Hearing examiners; powers and duties; determination of board of county road commissioners,
petition for reconsideration, filing; notice, hearing.

Sec. 16.

Any board of county road commissioners may designate by resolution a hearing examiner or examiners who
shall be authorized to make examinations and hold hearings as required by this act. The hearing examiner or
examiners, after the necessary examinations and hearings, shall submit findings of fact and proposed determinations
to the board who may modify the proposed determinations and confirm the same as submitted or as modified and
order them placed on file in its offices. A copy of the determination of the board shall be served by first class mail to
each owner of or party in interest in property to be assessed at their addresses as shown upon the last local tax
assessment records. The determinations shall become the final determinations of the board 10 days after mailing of
the copies of the determination unless a petition for reconsideration is filed as provided in this section.

If the owners of record of more than 50% of the lineal frontage, who were qualified under the provisions of
section 1 of this act to sign the petition, desire to have the board of county road commissioners reconsider its
determination made under this section, they shall submit within 10 days after mailing of copies of the board's
determination, a petition for reconsideration of such determination by the board of county road commissioners.

The board of county road commissioners shall set a time and place of hearing upon the petition for
reconsideration, and shall give notice thereof by first class mail to each owner of or party in interest in property to
be assessed at their addresses as shown upon the last local tax assessment records. At the conclusion of the hearing,
the board of county road commissioners may modify or confirm its previous determination, the determination shall
thereupon be final.

History: Add. 1963, Act 76, Imd. Eff. May 8, 1963
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41.287 Validation of prior actions, special assessments, and bonds.
Sec. 17.

Actions heretofore taken, special assessments heretofore levied and bonds heretofore issued under this act, as
originally adopted or subsequently amended, are validated. A board of county road commissioners acting under this
act, or a township, shall not contest the validity of any such bonds after they are sold and delivered and the board of
county road commissioners has received the consideration therefor.

History: Add. 1973, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Aug. 21, 1973

41.288 Installation of sidewalks and elevated structures; payment; contracts; approval.
Sec. 18.

(1) The township board of a township may install sidewalks along the sides of a highway and may install elevated
structures for foot travel over highways in the township. The township board may pay for the elevated structures
out of the funds of the township or purchase the elevated structures on title retaining contracts. Contracts shall not
be entered into or issued for a period longer than 10 years. A highway under the jurisdiction of the director of the
state transportation department or the board of county road commissioners shall not be improved under this act
without the written approval of the director of the state transportation department or the board of county road
commissioners.

(2) In proceedings under this section, the township board may provide that the cost of the sidewalk or elevated
structure shall be paid entirely by public money and may allocate for this purpose unexpended money in the
contingent fund or general fund of the township.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.288a Sidewalk construction, repair, or maintenance; order; meeting; notice; assessment of costs;
approval; election.

Sec. 18a.

(1) The township board of a township may order the construction, repair, or maintenance of, or may construct,
repair, or maintain sidewalks in a designated area within the township because of the health, safety, or welfare of
the residents of the township.

(2) The township board shall hold a public meeting relative to the ordering of the sidewalk construction, repair,
or maintenance and shall notify property owners involved of the time and place of the hearing.

(3) If the board determines that the construction, repair, or maintenance of sidewalks is necessary, it may
construct, repair, or maintain the sidewalks and assess the costs to the property involved, payable over a 5-year
period, or permit the owners of the property involved to have the sidewalks constructed, repaired, or maintained
according to township specifications at their own expenses. Sidewalks constructed, repaired, or maintained under
this section on the right-of-way of state highways or county roads must have the approval of the state or county
highway authority having jurisdiction over the highway or road.

(4) A township board may construct, repair, and maintain walkways or sidewalks along main or arterial roads
where it considers it necessary to protect the safety of the public. The costs of the sidewalks may be paid by the
township at large. When determined necessary by the township board, the board shall submit to the electors the
question of raising the necessary funds by a levy not to exceed 1 mill at a general, primary, or special election.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989
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41.288b Public street cleaning vehicles and snow removal equipment.
Sec. 18b.

The township board of a township, by a majority vote at a regular meeting or a special meeting called for that
purpose, may authorize the purchase of a public street cleaning vehicle or vehicles and snow removal equipment,
and may provide for the maintenance and operation of the vehicles and equipment, payable from the funds of the
township. The written approval of the board of county road commissioners shall first be obtained.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.289 Lighting of roads, highways, and bridges generally.
Sec. 19.

The township board of a township may authorize the expenditure of funds to provide for the lighting by artificial
means of roads, highways, and bridges in the township that are located outside of the limits of incorporated
villages. The expense of the lighting shall be paid out of the funds of the township. If a road, highway, or bridge is
situated in or between 2 or more townships, a provision shall be made by a majority vote of the township boards of
the townships in or between which the road, highway, or bridge is situated, at a joint meeting of the boards, held
for that purpose, and the proportion of the expense to be paid by each of the townships shall be determined at the
joint meeting. This section and sections 19a to 19d for reasons of public safety authorize the lighting of a state
trunk line highway, county road, or platted road or street outside the limits of incorporated villages, whether the
road or street has been dedicated to the public use or not.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.289a Lighting of roads, highways, and bridges; supervision; contracts.
Sec. 19a.

If lighting of a road, highway, or bridge is provided in accordance with section 19, the supervisor of the
township shall exercise general supervision over the installing and maintenance of the lighting system, under the
direction of the township board. However, if a road, highway, or bridge is situated in or between 2 or more
townships, it shall be determined by the township boards which one of the township supervisors shall exercise
supervision. The township board, or in case of roads, highways, or bridges located in or between 2 or more
townships, then the township boards of the townships in or between which the road, highway, or bridge is situated,
may contract for a period of time not exceeding 10 years with a person for furnishing the road, highway, or bridge
lighting by artificial means, upon the terms and conditions as may be agreed.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.289b Expenses for lighting highways; special assessment; hearing; notice.

Sec. 19b.
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(1) The township board or boards mentioned in section 19, either on its or their own motion, or upon the filing
of a petition signed by the record owners of not less than 10% of the number of parcels of land in the district to be
lighted described in the petitions, may order the expenses for lighting the highways to be defrayed by a special
assessment on all the taxable lands in the territory described in the petitions or the order of the township board. A
petition under this section is not valid if a majority of the territory described in the petition was included in a
petition filed under this section not more than 1 year earlier.

(2) A part of the expenses may be paid by the township or townships at large and the balance assessed against
the lands in the described district.

(3) The township board or boards shall then estimate the cost and expense of the lighting system and fix a day,
time, and place for a hearing on the question of creating a district and defraying the expenses of the district by
special assessment. A notice stating the time, place, and purpose of the hearing shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the district. If there is not a newspaper of general circulation in the district, then notices shall
be posted in at least 3 of the most public places in the district. Notice shall be published or posted at least 5 days
before the date of the hearing.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 127, Imd. Eff. Mar. 13, 1996

41.289¢ Assessment in district for lighting roads, highways, and bridges.
Sec. 19c.

If the township board or boards create a district under section 19b, it or they shall determine the boundaries of
the district by resolution and shall direct the township supervisor or supervisors to make a special assessment upon
the lands and premises in the district benefited by the lighting to defray the expenses of lighting the roads,
highways, or bridges or to defray that portion of the expenses to be assessed against the district. The board or
boards shall thereafter annually determine the amount to be assessed in the district for lighting the roads, highways,
and bridges and shall direct the supervisor or assessor to levy this amount or the supervisors or assessors to levy
the portion of this amount attributable to the territory of the district within their respective townships. The
assessment may be made either in a special assessment roll or in a column provided in the regular tax roll. The
assessment shall be spread and become due and be collected at the same time as the other township taxes are
assessed, levied, and collected and shall be returned in the same manner for nonpayment.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.289d Relieving district of duty to light streets or highways.
Sec. 19d.

A district that has been lighting its streets or highways under this act may be relieved of this duty by action of
the township board or boards on their own motion or by a petition to the township board or boards as provided in
section 19b.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989

41.290 Lighting county roads, highways, and bridges; expense; contracts; extension of lines or service;
payment; statement and budget; apportionment of sum required; tax; lighting state trunk line highways
and bridges.

Sec. 20.
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(1) Notwithstanding sections 19 through 19d, the board of county road commissioners of a county operating
under the county road system may provide for the lighting, by artificial means, of roads, highways, and bridges
under its jurisdiction, located outside of the limits of incorporated cities and villages. The township board or boards
of a township or townships in which county roads, highways, and bridges are located may also provide for the
lighting, by artificial means. Boards of county road commissioners and township boards may also provide for the
lighting by joint action, and by dividing the expense of the lighting between the county or counties and the township
or townships affected as may be determined by joint meeting of the boards. The board of county road
commissioners or township board, acting separately or in conjunction with other boards of county road
commissioners or with a township board or township boards, may enter into a contract with a person for a period
not exceeding 10 years for the lighting upon terms and conditions as may be agreed upon, and may also contract for
the extensions of lines or service to furnish the lighting. The boards of county road commissioners may pay from
available highway funds under their control and jurisdiction sums required to provide for the extensions and furnish
the lighting. If funds are not available, the board of county road commissioners shall submit to the county board of
commissioners a statement and budget designating the roads, highways, and bridges to be lighted, and the estimated
cost of the lighting. At the next October session of the county board of commissioners, the board shall pass upon
the statement and budget, and, if a majority of the county board of commissioners agree, the sum required shall be
apportioned among the several townships and cities of the county according to their equalized valuation. The
supervisors or other assessing officers in the townships and cities shall levy and apportion the tax so apportioned as
provided in this section, to their respective townships and cities. The tax shall be collected and paid to the county
treasurer and disbursed by him or her upon orders of the board of county road commissioners, the orders to be
signed by the chairperson and countersigned by the clerk of the board. The county board of commissioners shall
raise a sum which, together with the other funds available, is sufficient to provide the lighting for which the facilities
have, under an existing contract, been previously installed and operated.

(2) With the approval of the director of the state transportation department, boards of county road
commissioners and township boards acting together or separately, may, with respect to state trunk line highways
and bridges located in whole or in part within their respective counties and townships, provide for the lighting of
these highways and bridges by artificial means and may contract in the same manner as for county roads. In such
case, the entire expense shall be borne by the boards of county road commissioners or township boards, or by both.

History: Add. 1989, Act 80, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989
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