
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.8501 District court magistrates; number; appointment; approval; qualifications; thirty-sixth district.

Sec. 8501.

    (1) In a county that elects by itself fewer than 2 district judges, the county board of commissioners shall provide
for 1 district court magistrate. In all other counties in districts of the first and second class, the county board of
commissioners shall provide for not less than 1 magistrate if recommended by the judges of the district. Additional
magistrates may be provided by the board upon recommendation of the judges. All magistrates provided for shall
be appointed by the judges of the district and the appointments shall be subject to approval by the county board of
commissioners before a person assumes the duties of the office of magistrate.
    (2) In each district of the third class, the judge or judges of the district may appoint 1 or more district court
magistrates. A person shall not be appointed magistrate unless the person is a registered elector in the district for
which the person was appointed or in an adjoining district if the appointment is made under a plan of concurrent
jurisdiction adopted under chapter 4. Before a person assumes the duties of the office of magistrate in a district of
the third class, the appointment of that person as a district court magistrate is subject to approval by the governing
body or bodies of the district control unit or units that, individually or in the aggregate, contain more than 50% of
the population of the district. This subsection does not apply to the thirty-sixth district.
    (3) The thirty-sixth district shall have not more than 6 district court magistrates. The chief judge of the thirty-
sixth district may appoint 1 or more magistrates as permitted by this subsection. If a vacancy occurs in the office of
district court magistrate, the chief judge may appoint a successor. Each magistrate appointed under this subsection
shall serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of the thirty-sixth district.
    (4) A person shall not be appointed district court magistrate under subsection (3) unless the person is a
registered elector in the district or in an adjoining district if the appointment is made under a plan of concurrent
jurisdiction adopted under chapter 4.

History: Add. 1968, Act 154, Imd. Eff. June 17, 1968 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 16, Eff. Apr. 1, 1976 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25,
1978 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 146, Eff. Dec. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 278, Eff. Jan. 1, 1985 ;-- Am.
1988, Act 135, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 165, Eff. Sept. 7, 2016 
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:â€œSections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.â€œSection 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.â€œElection to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.â€œSection 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5,
6 and 7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public
Acts of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.â€œBallot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.â€œSection 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear
on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.â€œTerms of
judges.â€œSection 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes
in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be
elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of
votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the
highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest
number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth,
seventeenth, and twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory
act in the eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.â€œElection of additional judges; assumption and term of office.â€œSection 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on
January 1, 1981, for a term of 4 years.â€œ(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit
shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.â€œResidence of certain circuit judges;
effect.â€œSection 7. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6,
1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and
the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If
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the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle
on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial
circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6
years.â€​Section 1 of Act 128 of 1980 provides:â€œEnacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.â€œSection 1. Enacting
sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:â€œElection of additional judges; assumption and
terms of office.â€œSection 6. (1) The additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district
shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.â€œ(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by
this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8
years.â€œTwenty-sixth judicial circuit; vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve
creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and circuit judgeship.â€œSection 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between
the effective date of this section, as amended, and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona,
Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors
of those counties are qualified to sign and circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.â€œ(2) If the county of Cheboygan
does not approve the creation of the fifty-third judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the
1980 regular session of the legislature, the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by
election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.â€​Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:â€œConditional effective date; action constituting
exercise of option; effect of exercising option.â€œSection 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the
county of Wayne, by resolutions adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to
assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which
are enacted and take effect.â€œ(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume
responsibility for any expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are
enacted and take effect, that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to
increase the level of activity or service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the
elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of
the district court in the thirty-sixth district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the
city of Detroit. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit
judge's salary which is paid by the state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units,
city, or county, for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in
enacting section 7 which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.â€​The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city
council of the city of Detroit on April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.â€œEffective
date of certain sections.â€œSection 4. Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303,
1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202, 8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944,
and 9947 shall take effect September 1, 1981.â€​Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Act 146 of 1981 provide:â€œRepeal of MCL 600.8286, 600.8287,
and 600.8288; effective date of repeal; exception.â€œSection 2. Except as provided in enacting section 4, sections 8286, 8287, and 8288 of
Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being sections 600.8286, 600.8287, and 600.8288 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, are repealed
effective January 1, 1983.â€œEffective date of MCL 600.8286, 600.8287, 600.8288, and 600.8501; exception.â€œSection 3. Except as
provided in enacting section 4, sections 8286, 8287, 8288, and 8501 shall take effect December 1, 1981.â€œConditional effective date of
MCL 600.8286, 600.8287, 600.8288, and 600.8501, and of enacting Section 2; adoption and filing of resolution by city of Detroit; effect of
assuming responsibility for expenses.â€œSection 4. (1) Sections 8286, 8287, 8288, and 8501 and enacting section 2 shall not take effect
unless the city of Detroit, by resolution adopted not later than November 30, 1981, by the governing body of the city, agrees to assume
responsibility for any expenses required of the city by this amendatory act and an authenticated copy is filed with the secretary of state not later
than 4 p.m. November 30, 1981.â€œ(2) If the city of Detroit, acting through its governing body, agrees to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city by this amendatory act, that action constitutes an exercise of the city's option to provide a new activity or service
or to increase the level of activity or service offered in the city of Detroit beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option
are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary
acceptance by the city of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the office of district court referee in
the thirty-sixth district of the district court.â€​The resolution referred to in Section 4 was adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
November 25, 1981, and an authenticated copy was filed with the secretary of state at 3:30 p.m. on November 30, 1981.Section 2 of Act 135
of 1988 provides:â€œAny additional district judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be authorized to be filled by election unless
each district control unit of the district, by resolution adopted by the governing body of the district control unit, approves the creation of that
judgeship and unless the clerk of each district control unit adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional district judgeship.â€​
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