MICHIGAN ORGANIC PRODUCTS ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 316 of 2000

286.925 Organic advisory committee; creation; powers and duties; membership; terms; travel
reimbursement; election of officers and adoption of rules; quorum; meetings; proceedings subject to open
meetings act; records subject to freedom of information act.

Sec. 25.

(1) There is created an organic advisory committee within the department. The committee shall advise the
director on the implementation of this act and the promulgation of rules and may do all of the following:

(a) Assist the director in developing the Michigan organic standards and recommend appropriate equivalent
interim standards.

(b) Annually review and recommend changes in the Michigan organic standards, if necessary.

(c) Review and recommend to the director rules and policies governing the business of organic production and
handling by study and evaluation of organic production issues.

(d) Annually conduct or cause to be conducted a comprehensive review of the organic product registration and
certifying agent registration programs and advise and recommend to the director any necessary changes to the
programs.

(e) Formulate and recommend to the director actions and policies to promote organic products.

(2) The organic advisory committee shall consist of 11 voting members appointed by the director for 4-year
terms. The voting membership shall include 4 producers of organic food, 4 individuals who are either retail food
establishments, processors, or input suppliers of organic food or organic fiber, and 3 members of the general public
who are consumers of organic products and are not associated with the commercial production or handling of
organic food or organic fiber. Of the initial membership, 4 members shall be appointed for a term of 4 years, 3 for a
term of 3 years, 2 for a term of 2 years, and 2 for a term of 1 year. The department may allow a representative of
the United States department of agriculture natural resources conservation service, the Michigan state university
cooperative extension service or the agricultural experiment station, the director, and a member of a recognized
environmental organization to serve as ex officio nonvoting members.

(3) Members shall receive reimbursement for travel in the amount provided for in the department of management
and budget regulations.

(4) The members, at the first meeting and annually thereafter, shall elect officers and adopt rules of procedure.
Terms of officers are 1 year. A majority of the members are a quorum and an act performed by a majority of the
quorum is considered an official act of the committee.

(5) The committee shall meet at the call of the chair, at the request of a majority of its members, at the request of
the department, or at such times as may be prescribed by its procedural rules. The proceedings of the committee are
subject to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. Any records, except those that may be
used to identify an individual's financial status or proprietary information, are subject to the freedom of information
act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: 2000, Act 316, Eff. Oct. 1, 2001
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