REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.8411 Removal; waiver; hearings; manner of conducting; no jury or verbatim record.
Sec. 8411.

(1) Before the commencement of a trial in the small claims division, the district court judge or magistrate shall
inform both parties, orally or in writing, of the right to removal before trial to the general civil division and of all
rights waived if they choose to remain in the small claims division.

(2) In hearings before the small claims division, witnesses shall be sworn. The judge shall conduct the trial in an
informal manner so as to do substantial justice between the parties according to the rules of substantive law but
shall not be bound by the statutory provisions or rules of practice, procedure, pleading, or evidence, except
provisions relating to privileged communications, the sole object of such trials is to dispense expeditious justice
between the parties. There shall be no jury nor shall a verbatim record of such proceedings be made.

History: Add. 1968, Act 154, Imd. Eff. June 17, 1968 ;-- Am. 1991, Act 192, Eff. July 1, 1992
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