Revised Statutes of 1846 (EXCERPT)
DIVORCE

552.45 Children; enumeration in complaint; notice to prosecutor of friend of court; decree opposition,
interest of prosecutor or partners in case.

Sec. 45.

Every bill of complaint filed shall set forth the names and ages of all children of the marriage, and if there are
children under 17 years of age a copy of the summons issued in the cause shall be served upon the prosecuting
attorney of the county where suit is commenced, or upon the friend of the court in those counties having a
population of 500,000 or more that have a friend of the court. The prosecuting attorney or friend of the court so
served may enter his or her appearance in the cause, and if, in his or her judgment, the interest of the children or the
public good so requires, he or she shall introduce evidence and appear at the hearing and oppose the granting of a
decree of divorce. In a case in which there are no children the issue of such marriage under the age of 17 years, if it
appears to the court that the public good requires, an order may be entered requiring the prosecuting attorney or
friend of the court in counties having a population of 500,000 or more to appear and oppose the granting of a
decree of divorce. Nothing in this act prevents prosecuting attorneys or their partners from acting as solicitors or
counsel for either party to the suit. If a prosecuting attorney or friend of the court is in any way interested as
solicitor or counsel for either of the parties the court shall appoint some reputable attorney to perform the services
of prosecuting attorney, as provided in this act, who shall receive the compensation provided for such service.

History: Add. 1887, Act 137, Eff. Sept. 28, 1887 ;-- How. 6263b ;-- CL 1897, 8657 ;-- Am. 1907, Act 315, Eff. Sept. 28, 1907 ;-- Am.
1909, Act 284, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909 ;-- CL 1915, 11433 ;-- Am. 1919, Act 397, Eff. Aug. 14, 1919 ;-- CL 1929, 12764 ;-- Am. 1931, Act 44,
Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 ;-- CL 1948, 552.45 ;-- Am. 1963, Act 13, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 376, Imd. Eff. Oct. 11, 2004

Popular Name: No-Fault Divorce
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