LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 169 of 1970

399.214 Local units; establishing, modifying, or eliminating historic districts; study committee;
considerations; review of applications within proposed historic district; emergency moratorium.

Sec. 14.

(1) A local unit may at any time establish by ordinance additional historic districts, including proposed districts
previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries of an existing historic district, or may eliminate an
existing historic district. Before establishing, modifying, or eliminating a historic district, a historic district study
committee appointed by the legislative body of the local unit shall, except as provided in subsection (2), comply
with the procedures set forth in section 3 and shall consider any previously written committee reports pertinent to
the proposed action. To conduct these activities, local units may retain the initial committee, establish a standing
committee, or establish a committee to consider only specific proposed districts and then be dissolved.

(2) If considering elimination of a historic district, a committee shall follow the procedures set forth in section 3
for issuing a preliminary report, holding a public hearing, and issuing a final report but with the intent of showing 1
or more of the following:

(1) The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled establishment of the district.

(ii) The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined.

(iii) The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures.

(3) Upon receipt of substantial evidence showing the presence of historic, architectural, archacological,
engineering, or cultural significance of a proposed historic district, the legislative body of a local unit may, at its
discretion, adopt a resolution requiring that all applications for permits within the proposed historic district be
referred to the commission as prescribed in sections 5 and 9. The commission shall review permit applications with
the same powers that would apply if the proposed historic district was an established historic district. The review
may continue in the proposed historic district for not more than 1 year, or until such time as the local unit approves
or rejects the establishment of the historic district by ordinance, whichever occurs first.

(4) If the legislative body of a local unit determines that pending work will cause irreparable harm to resources
located within an established historic district or a proposed historic district, the legislative body may by resolution
declare an emergency moratorium of all such work for a period not to exceed 6 months. The legislative body may
extend the emergency moratorium for an additional period not to exceed 6 months upon finding that the threat of
irreparable harm to resources is still present. Any pending permit application concerning a resource subject to an
emergency moratorium may be summarily denied.

History: Add. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992

Compiler's Notes: For transfer of powers and duties of department of history, arts, and libraries or the Michigan historical center relating to
the identification, certification, and preservation of historical sites to the Michigan state housing development authority, see E.R.O. No. 2009-
26, compiled at MCL 399.752.For transfer of powers and duties of the state historic preservation office relating to the identification,
certification, and preservation of historical sites from the Michigan state housing development authority to the Michigan strategic fund, see
E.R.O. No. 2019-3, compiled at MCL 125.1998.
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