NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.50120 Duties of department generally; applicability of provisions to western Upper Peninsula forest
improvement district.

Sec. 50120.

(1) The department shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide the technical assistance of the department to the board of directors of a forest improvement district
and to agencies of the state and persons with respect to the development of forest practices guidelines, the
development and implementation of forest management plans, and other matters as to which the department has
special expertise.

(b) Secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States or an agency of the United States, and an agency
of this state, or any combination of federal and state agencies, in the work of a district, and formulate policies and
procedures as necessary to facilitate the extension of aid from an agency of the United States or an agency of this
state to the district.

(c) Keep the board of each forest improvement district informed of the activities and experience of all other
districts organized under this part and facilitate an interchange of advice, experience, and cooperation between
them.

(d) Pay all the expenses for the serving of notice, the conduct of hearings, and elections held during the district
formation procedures pursuant to subpart 4. The department shall make all determinations as to eligibility of
persons to vote. A determination made by the department is final without a right of appeal. A referendum or
election shall be conducted by a district except for the first board of directors election. The department shall
supervise the conduct of any referendum or election required by this part. A referendum or election shall be
conducted in a manner so as to preserve the purity of the ballot and to prevent fraud and corruption.

(e) Oversee the issuance of bonds by a district under this part and, if the department determines that the forest
improvement project to be funded from the proceeds of the bonds is economically feasible and desirable, that the
terms and conditions of the bond issuance, including the required reserve fund level, as specified in the resolution
authorizing the issuance of bonds, are appropriate and acceptable, and that the bond issuance promotes the policy
and purposes declared in this part and should be approved and supported by the department, then the department
shall officially approve the bond issuance and designate the reserve fund established in connection with the bond
issuance as an approved reserve fund.

(f) Receive the certification submitted by a district pursuant to section 50158 concerning the amounts necessary
to restore approved reserve funds to amounts equal to their reserve fund requirements, review that certification and
the financial affairs of the district to determine the accuracy of the amounts required, and certify, before April 2 of
each year, to the governor and the budget director the amount, if any, necessary to restore an approved reserve
fund to an amount equal to the approved reserve fund requirement of the fund. The governor and the budget
director shall include in the annual budget the amount certified by the department.

(g) Disseminate information throughout the state concerning the activities and programs of the forest
improvement districts and encourage the formation of these districts in areas where their organization is desirable.
(h) Monitor financings by districts under this part and determine, for recommendation to the legislature, what
additional steps, which may include a recommendation to the legislature for the issuance of faith and credit bonds

for a vote of the people, may be necessary in order to accomplish the policies and purposes declared in this part.

(2) Subsection (1)(c), (d), (e), (g), and (h) do not apply to the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement
district until 5 years after the district is established and activated.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995
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