NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.31106 River management district; establishment; powers; consolidation; coordination.
Sec. 31106.

(1) The governing bodies of 2 or more local units of government may petition the department to establish a river
management district in order to provide an agency for the acquisition, construction, operation, and financing of
water storage and other river control facilities necessary for river management. The petition shall be accompanied
by a statement of necessity, a description of the district purposes, functions, and operating procedures, which shall
include methods of financing capital improvements and of apportioning benefit charges, and a general plan of
development. Not later than 60 days following receipt of such a petition, the department shall establish the time and
place for a public hearing on the petition and shall publish notice of the hearing. The notice shall be published twice
in each county involved in at least 1 newspaper of general circulation in the county. At the hearing, the applicant
and any other interested party may appear, present witnesses, and submit evidence. Following the hearing, the
department may establish the district and publish notice of the establishment in the manner provided for publication
of notice of hearing, upon finding the following conditions:

(a) That the proposal is consistent with the public interest in the conservation, development, and use of water
resources, and the proposed district is geographically suitable to effectuation of the district purposes.

(b) That the establishment and operation of the district will not unreasonably impair the interests of the public or
of riparians in lands or waters or the beneficial public use of lands or waters, and will not endanger public health or
safety.

(2) A management district shall not be created that affects any city now or hereafter having a population of more
than 1,500,000, except with the concurrence of the governing body of that city.

(3) Prior to approving the establishment of a district consisting of a portion of a river basin, the department shall
determine the feasibility of establishing the district to include the entire river basin or as large a portion of the basin
as possible. Approval of districts consisting of a portion of a river basin shall be on the basis that when in the
judgment of the department it becomes feasible to form a district including the entire river basin, the river
management boards shall initiate proceedings to combine the smaller districts into larger districts or into an entire
watershed-wide district.

(4) Any plans for a river management district shall be coordinated with plans of adjacent river basins,
organizations, or agencies and with any comprehensive regional master programs for river management.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995
Popular Name: Act 451
Popular Name: NREPA
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