
HOUSE BILL No. 4461
March 9, 1993, Introduced by Rep. Fitzgerald and referred to the Committee on 

Transportation.

A  bill to a m e n d  s e c tion 710e of Act No. 300 of the P u b l i c  

Acts of 1949, e n t i t l e d  as a m e n d e d  

"Michigan v e h i c l e  code,"

as a m e n d e d  by A c t  No. 25 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1991, b e i n g  s e c ­

tion 2 5 7 . 7 1 Oe of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  710e of Act No. 300 of the P u b l i c  A c t s

2 of 1949, as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 25 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1991,

3 being s e c t i o n  2 5 7 . 7 1 Oe of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is a m e n d e d

4 to read as follows:

5 Sec. 710e. (1) This s e c t i o n  shall not a p p l y  to a d r i v e r  or

6 p a s s e n g e r  of A N Y  O F  T H E  FOLLOWING:

7 (a) A  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1965.
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1 (b) A  bus.

2 (c) A  m o t o r c y c l e .

3 (d) A  moped.

4 (e) A  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  if the d river or p a s s e n g e r  p o s s e s s e s  a

5 w r i t t e n  v e r i f i c a t i o n  from a p h y s i c i a n  that the d r i v e r  or p a s s e n -

6 ger is u n a b l e  to wear a s a f e t y  belt for p h y s i c a l  or m e d i c a l

7 reasons.

8 (f) A  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w h i c h  is not r e q u i r e d  to be e q u i p p e d

9 w i t h  s a f e t y  belts under federal law.

10 (g) A  c o m m e r c i a l  or U n i t e d  S tates p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e

1 1 w h i c h  m a k e s  f r e q u e n t  stops for the p u r p o s e  of p i c k u p  or d e l i v e r y

12 of g o o d s  or services.

13 (h) A  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t e d  by a rural c a r r i e r  of the

14 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p o s t a l  s e r vice w h i l e  s e r v i n g  his or her rural

15 p o s t a l  route.

16 (2) This s e c t i o n  shall not a p p l y  to a p a s s e n g e r  of a s chool

17 bus.

18 (3) E a c h  d river and front seat p a s s e n g e r  of a m o t o r  v e h i c l e

19 o p e r a t e d  o n  a street or h i g h w a y  in this state shall w e a r  a p r o p -

20 e r l y  a d j u s t e d  a n d  f a s t e n e d  s afety belt, e x c e p t  that a c h i l d  less

21 than 4 y e a r s  of age shall be p r o t e c t e d  as r e q u i r e d  in s e c t i o n

22 7 1 Od.

23 (4) E a c h  d river of a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a c h i l d

24 4 y e a r s  of a g e  or m o r e  but less than 16 y e a r s  of a g e  in a m o t o r

25 v e h i c l e  shall s e c u r e  the child in a p r o p e r l y  a d j u s t e d  and

26 f a s t e n e d  s a f e t y  belt. If the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is t r a n s p o r t i n g  m o r e

27 c h i l d r e n  than there a r e  s a f e t y  belts a v a i l a b l e  for use, all

2
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1 safety belts a v a i l a b l e  in the motor v e h i c l e  are b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  in

2 compliance w i t h  this section, and the d river and all front seat

3 passengers c o m p l y  w i t h  s u b s e c t i o n  (3), then the d r i v e r  of a m o t o r

4 vehicle t r a n s p o r t i n g  a c h i l d  4 years of age or m o r e  but less than

5 1 6 years of a g e  for w h i c h  there is not an a v a i l a b l e  s a f e t y  belt

6 is in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  this subsection, if that c h i l d  is s e a t e d  in

7 other than the front seat of the motor vehicle. However, if that

8 motor v e h i c l e  is a p i c k u p  truck w i thout an e x t e n d e d  cab or jump

9 seats, a n d  all s a f e t y  belts in the front seat are b e i n g  used, the

10 driver m a y  t r a n s p o r t  such a child in the front seat w i t h o u t  a

11 safety belt.

12 

16 (5) F a i l u r e  to wear a s a f e t y  belt in v i o l a t i o n  of this

17 section m a y  be c o n s i d e r e d  e v i d e n c e  of n e g l i g e n c e  and m a y  r educe

18 the r e c o v e r y  for d a m a g e s  a r i s i n g  out of the ownership, m a i n t e -

19 nance, or o p e r a t i o n  of a motor vehicle. However, such n e g l i g e n c e

20 shall not r educe the r e c overy for d a m a g e s  by m o r e  than 5%.

21 (6) (7) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is r e s p o n s i b l e

2 2 for a civil infraction.

23 (7) (0) P o i n t s  shall not be a s s e s s e d  under s e c t i o n  320a

24 for a v i o l a t i o n  of this section.
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