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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4204
AN ACT to amend sections 4 and 18 of Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1976, entitled “An act to prohibit certain 

methods, acts, and practices in trade or commerce; to prescribe certain powers and duties; to provide for certain 
remedies, damages, and penalties; to provide for the promulgation of rules; to provide for certain investigations; and to 
prescribe penalties,” being sections 445.904 and 445.918 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact

Section 1. Sections 4 and 18 of Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 445.904 and 445.918 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4. (1) This act does not apply to either of the following:
(a) A transaction or conduct specifically authorized under laws administered by a regulatory board or officer acting 

under statutory authority of this state or the United States.
(b) An act done by the publisher, owner, agent, or employee of a newspaper, periodica], directory, radio or television 

station, or other communications medium in the publication or dissemination of an advertisement unless the publisher, 
owner, agent, or employee knows or, under the circumstances, reasonably should know of the false, misleading, or 
deceptive character of the advertisemertt or has a direct financial interest in the sale or distribution of the advertised 
goods, property, or service.

(2) Except for the purposes of an action filed by a person under section 11, this act does not apply to an unfair, 
unconscionable, or deceptive method, act, or practice that is made unlawful by:

(a) Chapter 20 of the insurance code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, as amended, being sections 
500.2001 to 500.2093 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(b) The banking code of 1969, Act No. 319 of the Public Acts of 1969, as amended, being sections 487.301 to 487.598 of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(c) Act No. 3 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being sections 460.1 to 460.8 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(d) The motor carrier act, Act No. 254 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended, being sections 475.1 to 479.20 of the 

Michigan Compiled Laws.
(e) Act No. 125 of the Public Acts of 1963, being sections 550.351 to 550.373 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(3) The burden of proving an exemption from this act is upon the person claiming the exemption.

Sec. 18. (1) The public service commission may investigate, in the manner set forth in section 7, a public utility 
subject to its jurisdiction pursuant to Act No. 3 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being sections 460.1 to 460.8 of

(8)



the Michigan Compiled Laws, the motor carrier act, Act No. 254 of the Public Acts of 1933, as amended, being sections 
475.1 to 479.20 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Michigan telecommunication act, Act No. 179 of the Public Acts 
of 1991, being sections 484.2101 to 484.2605 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, which the commission believes has engaged 
is engaging, or is about to engage in a method, act, or practice which is unlawful under this act. ’

(2) When the commission requires the use of the subpoena power provided in this act, an application shall be made to 
the attorney general who shall procure a subpoena on behalf of the commission in accordance with section 7.

(3) Upon conclusion of an investigation, the commission shall provide a full report to the attorney general.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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Secretary of the Senate.
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Governor.
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