
HOUSE BILL No. 4470
March 5, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Niederstadt, Bartnik, Pitoniak, 

Byrum, Dobronski, Baade, McNutt, Anthony, Middaugh and Dalman and referred 
to the Committee on Towns and Counties.

A  bill to a m e n d  s e ction 3 of Act No. 132 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  

of 1970, e n t i t l e d

"An act to p r o v i d e  for the filing of surveys in the o f f i c e  of the 
r e g i s t e r  of deeds relative to land divisions; and to p r e s c r i b e  
the c o n d i t i o n s  of the survey,"

as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 24 of the P ublic Ac t s  of 1988, be i n g  

s e c t i o n  54.213 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Se c t i o n  3 of Act No. 132 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of

2 1970, as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 24 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1988, b e i n g

3 s e c t i o n  54.213 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is a m e n d e d  to read

4 as follows:

5 Sec. 3. (1) The m a p  shall be p r e p a r e d  on d u r a b l e  w h i t e

6 p a p e r  8-1/2 inches wide by 14 inches long. -A l -I littea- L I N E S  O N

7 A  M A P  shall be ma d e  with n o n f a d i n g  black ink on a scale of not

8 m o r e  than 500 feet to an inch , and shown th e re o n, o r,—inafcc ad
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of t h e a b o v e-,- the SCALE SHALL BE SHOWN O N  T H E  MAP. T H E  m a p  m a y  

I N S T E A D  be p r e p a r e d  on tracing c loth or paper, a n d  a true sc a l e  

phofcos-fcafc,—or- m i c r o f i l m - re cord R E P R O D U C T I O N  of the m a p  P U R S U A N T  

TO  T H E  R E C O R D S  M E D I A  A C T  m a y  be recorded. -a n d -  T H E  M A P  shall 

i n c l u d e  all of the following:

(a) A  c e r t i f i c a t e  sig n e d  and s ealed by the l i c e n s e d  land 

s u r v e y o r  w h o  s u r v e y e d  and m a p p e d  the p arcel or p a r cels, typed, 

lettered, or r e p r o d u c e d  l e gibly with n o n f a d i n g  ink, g i v i n g  a 

c lear c o n c i s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the land s u r v e y e d  by b e a r i n g s  a n d  

d i s t a n c e s ,  c o m m e n c i n g  with some corner m a r k e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

the U n i t e d  S tates p u b l i c  land survey, or r e e s t a b l i s h e d  in a c c o r d ­

an c e  w i t h  a c c e p t e d  methods. The c e r t i f i c a t e  shall a l s o  i n c l u d e  

the ra t i o  of c l o s u r e  of l a t itudes and depa r t u r e s ,  w h i c h  s hall be 

w i t h i n  l imits a c c e p t e d  by the p r o f e s s i o n  of land sur v e y i n g ,  a n d  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the lic e n s e d  land surveyor that the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of this s e c t i o n  have been met.

(b) The e x t e r i o r  b o u n d a r i e s  of the land s u r v e y e d  a n d  d i v i d ­

ed, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the line or lines leading to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

p u b l i c  land s u r v e y  corner, or corners, from w h i c h  the land is 

de s c r i b e d .  -Bo qtvda-r-ies- A  B O U N D A R Y  along a lake or s t r e a m  shall 

be d e f i n e d  by a m e a n d e r  line c o n n e c t i n g  the side b o u n d a r i e s  of 

the parcel. If a lot in a r e corded s u b d i v i s i o n  is d i v ided, the 

e x t e r i o r  b o u n d a r i e s  of the lot s u r v e y e d  and d i v i d e d  shall be r e f ­

e r e n c e d  to e x i s t i n g  lot c o rners and the c o n t r o l l i n g  m o n u m e n t s  

us e d  for that survey.

(c) If the b o u n d a r y  of the p arcel follows or p a r a l l e l s  a 

s e c t i o n  line, the s e ction line shall be d e f i n e d  at its
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e x t r e m i t i e s  by a corner e s t a b l i s h e d  in the U n i t e d  St a t e s  p u b l i c  

land s u r v e y  or r e e s t a b l i s h e d  in a c c o r d a n c e with P U R S U A N T  TO 

a c c e p t e d  m e t hods. A l l  c o m e rs EA C H  C O R N E R  of the U n i t e d  St a t e s  

p u b l i c  land s u r v e y  shall be du l y  w i t n e s s e d  to A  p e r m a n e n t  

■o b j e c t s , ■- O B J E C T  and TH E  kind of object —7— and the b e a r i n g s  a n d  

d i s t a n c e s  t-h e r e to TO IT, together with the kind and m a t e r i a l  of 

m o n u m e n t a t i o n  m a r k i n g  the corner, shall be shown on the map.

(d) C u r v ed b o u n d a r i e s A  C U R V E D  B O U N D A R Y  or A  c u r v e d  h i g h ­

way, street, l i n e s and O R  lot lirn e s-,—w h e n- LINE, IF the cu r v e  

is c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  the line, shall be d e f i n e d  by the p o i n t s  of 

c u r v a t u r e  and t a n gency and c o m p o u n d  curvature, ce n t r a l  angle, 

l e n g t h  of arcs, d egree of curvature, A N D  length and b e a r i n g  of 

the long chord, or, w h e n IF THE CU R V E  IS only p a r t i a l l y  c o n ­

t a i n e d  w i t h i n  the line, by the length of arc a l o n g  the curve, 

d e g r e e  of curvature, A N D  length and be a r i n g  of the short chord, 

or by t r a v e r s e  courses and di s t a n c e s  -w h e re ■ IF the cu r v e  is not 

r e g u l a r .

(e) If t h e A N  exterior b o u n d a r y  l

LINE SHOWS A  B E A R I N G  OR L E N G T H  

T H A T  V A R I E S  F R O M  THAT recorded in A N  a b u t t i n g  p l a t s  P L A T  or 

c e r t i f i e d  -su r v e y s ,—th e re shall b e SURVEY, the f o l l o w i n g  note 

S H A L L  BE p l a c e d  along -such li n e s THE LI N E  "r e c o r d e d  as (show 

- b e a r i n g s - B E A R I N G  or le ngths L E N G T H  or both)".

(f ) L e n g t h s- and b e arings of all l i n e s THE L E N G T H  A N D  B E A R ­

ING O F  E A C H  LINE.
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(g ) 

 T H E  E X A C T  W I D T H  OF E A C H  STREET, H I G HWAY, ALLEY, A N D  

E A S E M E N T .

(h) --D i s tan c es- on b o u n d a r i e s TH E  D I S T A N C E  O N  A  B O U N D A R Y  or 

lot 1-tn e s- L I N E  from the point of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  a m e a n d e r  

line to a p p a r e n t  o r d i n a r y  high water line of Gr e a t  La k e s  w a t e r s  

and to the w a t e r ' s  edge of inland lakes and streams.

(i) A  n o r t h  point p r o p e r l y  located. t h e reo n .

(2) — (-j-)-- C e r t i f i e d  survey maps p r e p a r e d  -in a c c o r d a n c e 

w i t h  P U R S U A N T  TO this se c t i o n  shall be accepted, up o n  p a y m e n t  of 

the regular fee s c h edule as p r o v i d e d  in s e ction 2 5 6 7 ( 1 ) (a) of the 

r e v i s e d  j u d i c a t u r e  act of 1 9 6 1 , Act No. 236 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of 

1961, b e i n g  s e c t i o n  600.2567 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, a n d ' 

S H A L L  BE n u m b e r e d  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  by the register of deeds, -a-nd 

s hall be r e c o r d e d  in bound volumes, or in a m a n n e r  a d a p t e d  to a

m i c r o f i l m  s y s t e m  of p r e s e r v i n g  records P U R S U A N T  TO  T H E  R E C O R D S  

M E D I A  ACT, and known as the " certified su r v e y  maps of

.................. county", and shall become a part of the land

r e c o r d s  t h e re o £ > - a n d  a OF THE COUNTY. A  s e p a r a t e  card file 

shall be kept s h owing by section, township, and range a n d  a l s o  by 

t itle of r e c o r d e d  plat if a resurvey w i t h i n  such plat, the d e s i g ­

n a t i n g  number, liber, and page of the c e r t i f i e d  m a p s  fi l e d  in the 

b o u n d  volume, or --mic r o f i l m -■ OT H E R  record.

(3) (k ) If a c e r t i f i e d  survey m a p  has b e e n IS r e c o r d e d  

in a c c o r d a n c e- w-ith P U R S U A N T  TO this section, the p a r c e l s  of

land in the m a p  m a y  be d e s c r i b e d  with a s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e f e r e n c e  to 

the n u m b e r  of the survey, the v olume and page w h e r e  recorded, and

4
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1 the name of the county, for all purposes, i n c l u d i n g  a s s e s s m e n t ,

2 taxation, devise, descent, and conveyance.

3 S e c t i o n  2. This a m e n d a t o r y  act shall not take e f f e c t  u n l e s s

4 S e n a t e  Bill No. ______  or Ho u s e  Bill No. 4438 (request

5 no. 0 1788*91) of the 86th L e g i s l a t u r e  is e n a c t e d  into law.

5
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