
HOUSE BILL No. 4074
February 5, 1991, Introduced by Reps. Alley and DeMars and referred 

to the Committee on Conservation, Recreation and Environment.

A bill to amend the title and section 1 of Act No. 17 of the 

Public Acts of 1921, entitled as amended

"An act to provide for the protection and conservation of the 
natural resources of the state; to provide and develop facilities 
for outdoor recreation; to create a conservation department; to 
define the powers and duties thereof; to provide rules and regu­
lations concerning the use and occupancy of lands and property 
under its control and penalties for the violation thereof; to 
provide for the transfer to said department of the powers and 
duties now vested by law in certain boards, commissions and offi­
cers of the state; and for the abolishing of the boards, commis­
sions and offices the powers and duties of which are hereby 
transferred,"

being section 299.1 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Section 1. The title and section 1 of Act No. 17 of the

2 Public Acts of 1921, being section 299.1 of the Michigan Compiled

3 Laws, are amended to read as follows:
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T I T L E

A n  a c t  to p r o v i d e  for the p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of th e  s tate; to p r o v i d e  a n d  d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t i e s  

for o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n ;  to c r e a t e  -a—e o n -s e r v a t i o n  T H E  d e p a r t m e n t  

O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S ;  to d e f i n e  the p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  t h e r e of 

O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S ;  to p r o v i d e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g ­

u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  of l a n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  

u n d e r  its c o n t r o l  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  for the v i o l a t i o n  —fche reo -f- O F  

T H O S E  R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S ;  T O  P R E S C R I B E  T H E  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  

O F  C E R T A I N  S T A T E  A G E N C I E S  A N D  O F F I C I A L S ;  to p r o v i d e  for t h e  

t r a n s f e r  to --3-a i d  T H E  d e p a r t m e n t  of th e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  n o w  

v e s t e d  b y  l a w  in c e r t a i n  b o a r d s ,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  

s t a t e ;  a n d  for the a b o l i s h i n g  of the b o a r d s ,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  

o f f i c e s  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  of w h i c h  a r e  h e r e b y  t r a n s f e r r e d .

Sec. 1. (1) A  d e p a r t m e n t  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  for t h i s  

s t a t e  is c r e a t e d  w h i c h  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  th e  p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  t h e  

d u t i e s  g r a n t e d  a n d  i m p o s e d  by thi s  act.

(2) T h e  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e s e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  

s h a l l  be v e s t e d  in a c o m m i s s i o n  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  

be  c o m p o s e d  of 7 m e m b e r s ,  N O T  M O R E  T H A N  4 O F  W H O M  S H A L L  B E  M E M ­

B E R S  O F  T H E  S A M E  P O L I T I C A L  P A R T Y ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  

-su b j e ct to cofi'fi r m a t 'i-o n  b y  A N D  W I T H  T H E  A D V I C E  A N D  C O N S E N T  O F  

t h e  s e n a t e .  
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4 y e a r s-;-, T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  fil l  a v a c a n c y  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  m e m -

5 b e r s h i p  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  m a y  r e m o v e  a m e m b e r  of t h e  c o m m i s -

6 s i o n  for c a u s e  a f t e r  a h e a r i n g .  E a c h  m e m b e r  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n

7 s h a l l  h o l d  o f f i c e  u n t i l  the a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of t h a t

8 m e m b e r ’s s u c c e s s o r .

9 (3) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  a f t e r  h a v i n g  q u a l i f i e d

10 a n d  a n n u a l l y  a f t e r  t h a t  time, s h a l l  m e e t  at its o f f i c e  in L a n s i n g

11 a n d  o r g a n i z e  b y  e l e c t i n g  a c h a i r p e r s o n  a n d  by a p p o i n t i n g  a s e c r e -

12 tary, w h o  n e e d  not be a m e m b e r  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  F o u r  m e m b e r s

13 of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m  for the t r a n s a c t i o n  of

14 b u s i n e s s .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s

15 m a y  p e r f o r m  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  at a p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o m m i s -

16 s i o n  h e l d  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  T H E  O P E N  M E E T I N G S  A C T ,  A c t  No. 267

17 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1976, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  15.261 to 1 5 . 2 7 5  of

18 th e  M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws. P u b l i c  n o t i c e  of t h e  time, d a t e ,  a n d

19 p l a c e  of the m e e t i n g  s h a l l  be g i v e n  in th e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  A c t

20 No. 267 of t h e  P u b l i c  A c t s  of 1976. A  m e e t i n g  m a y  be c a l l e d  b y

21 t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  a n d  s h a l l  be c a l l e d  o n  r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of

22 t h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  A  m e e t i n g  m a y  b e  h e l d  as o f t e n  a s

23 n e c e s s a r y  a n d  at o t h e r  p l a c e s  t h a n  the c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  o f f i c e s  at

24 L a n s i n g .  N o t  l e s s  t h a n  1 m e e t i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  e a c h  m o n t h .

25 (4) T h e  c o m m i s s i -o n - G O V E R N O R  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n d  em p l o y  a

26 d i r e c t o r  of the d e p a r t m e n t  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w h o  s h a l l

27 c o n t i n u e  in o f f i c e  at t h e  p l e a s u r e  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  w h o
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G O V E R N O R .  A  D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

A P P O I N T E D  BY T H E  C O M M I S S I O N  S H A L L  S E R V E  U N T I L  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

A P P O I N T S  A  D I R E C T O R  AS P R O V I D E D  IN T H I S  S U B S E C T I O N .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t ,  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  a d e p u t y  

d i r e c t o r  a n d  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  as a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to 

i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  a c t  an d  a n y  o t h e r  l a w  of t h i s  s t a t e  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  

p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  of the d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  m a y  

p e r f o r m  a d u t y  or e x e r c i s e  a p o w e r  c o n f e r r e d  b y  l a w  u p o n  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  at t h e  t i m e  a n d  to t h e  e x t e n t  t h e  d u t y  a n d  p o w e r  is d e l ­

e g a t e d  to t h e  d e p u t y  by the d i r e c t o r .  W h en- IF a v a c a n c y  in t h e  

o f f i c e  of d i r e c t o r  o c c u r s ,  or t h e  d i r e c t o r  is u n a b l e  t o  p e r f o r m  

th e  d i r e c t o r ' s  d u t i e s  or is a b s e n t  f r o m  th e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  

d u t i e s  of th e  d i r e c t o r  as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w  s h a l l  b e  i m p o s e d  o n  

a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  u n t i l  t h e  v a c a n c y  is 

f i l l e d ,  or th e  d i r e c t o r ' s  i n a b i l i t y  or a b s e n c e  f r o m  th e  s t a t e  

c e a s e s .

(5) T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of t h e  d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s ,  

a n d  t h e  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  the n u m b e r  of a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  

s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  to the a p p r o v a l  of the s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

b o a r d .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  not r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a ­

t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  act, but e a c h  m e m b e r  a n d  the o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a n d  

e m p l o y e e s  of th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  to r e a s o n a b l e  

e x p e n s e s  w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e i r  d u t i e s  p r e ­

s c r i b e d  b y  t h i s  act. T h e  s a l a r i e s  a n d  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  be p a i d  o u t  of the s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  in t h e  s a m e  

m a n n e r  as th e  s a l a r i e s  of o t h e r  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  a r e
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1 p a i d .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  b u d g e t  s h a l l  f u r n i s h

2 s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e s  a n d  o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t ,  at L a n s i n g ,  for t h e  u s e  of

3 t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  E a c h  m e m b e r  of t h e  c o m m i s -

4 s i o n  arid th e  d i r e c t o r  of th e  d e p a r t m e n t  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s

5 s h a l l  q u a l i f y  b y  t a k i n g  a n d  s u b s c r i b i n g  to t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

6 o a t h  of o f f i c e ,  a n d  b y  f i l i n g  it in the o f f i c e  of t h e  s e c r e t a r y

7 of s t a t e .

8 S e c t i o n  2. T h i s  a m e n d a t o r y  a c t  s h a l l  no t  t a k e  e f f e c t  u n l e s s

9 S e n a t e  B i l l  No* _______ or H o u s e  B i l l  No. 4075 ( r e q u e s t

10 no. 0 1 6 4 0 * 9 1  a) of the 8 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  is e n a c t e d  i n t o  law.
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