2000 PUBLIC AND LOCAL ACTS

[No. 66]
(HB 5496)

AN ACT to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled “An act to revise, consolidate, codify and add
to the statutes relating to crimes; to define crimes and prescribe the penalties therefor; to
provide for restitution under certain circumstances; to provide for the competency of
evidence at the trial of persons accused of crime; to provide immunity from prosecution
for certain witnesses appearing at such trials; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts
inconsistent with or contravening any of the provisions of this act,” by amending section
145n (MCL 750.145n), as added by 1994 PA 149.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

750.145n Vulnerable adult abuse; first degree; second degree; third
degree; fourth degree; authority to prevent vulnerable adult from
being harmed or harming others not prohibited; applicability of
section to act carried out by patient advocate. [M.S.A. 28.342A(n)]
Sec. 145n. (1) A caregiver is guilty of vulnerable adult abuse in the first degree if the
caregiver intentionally causes serious physical harm or serious mental harm to a vulnerable
adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the first degree is a felony punishable by imprisonment
for not more than 15 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.

(2) A caregiver or other person with authority over the vulnerable adult is guilty of
vulnerable adult abuse in the second degree if the reckless act or reckless failure to act of
the caregiver or other person with authority over the vulnerable adult causes serious
physical harm or serious mental harm to a vulnerable adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the
second degree is a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 years or a fine
of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(3) A caregiver is guilty of vulnerable adult abuse in the third degree if the caregiver
intentionally causes physical harm to a vulnerable adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the
third degree is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 2 years or
a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or both.

(4) A caregiver or other person with authority over the vulnerable adult is guilty of
vulnerable adult abuse in the fourth degree if the reckless act or reckless failure to act of
the caregiver or other person with authority over a vulnerable adult causes physical harm
to a vulnerable adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the fourth degree is a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00,
or both.

(5) This section does not prohibit a caregiver or other person with authority over a
vulnerable adult from taking reasonable action to prevent a vulnerable adult from being
harmed or from harming others.

(6) This section does not apply to an act or failure to act that is carried out as directed
by a patient advocate under a patient advocate designation executed in accordance with
sections 5506 to 5512 of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL
700.5506 to 700.5512.

Effective date.
Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect April 1, 2000.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
Approved March 29, 2000.
Filed with Secretary of State March 30, 2000.



