
House Chamber, Lansing, Tuesday, January 20, 2015.

6:00 p.m.

 The House was called to order by the Speaker.

 The roll was called by the Clerk of the House of Representatives, who announced that a quorum was present.

Afendoulis—present Franz—present Kosowski—present Potvin—present
Banks—present Gamrat—present LaFontaine—present Price—present
Barrett—present Garcia—present Lane—present Pscholka—present
Bizon—present Garrett—present Lauwers—present Rendon—present
Brinks—present Gay-Dagnogo—present LaVoy—present Roberts, B.—present
Brunner—present Geiss—present Leonard—present Roberts, S.—present
Bumstead—present Glardon—present Leutheuser—present Robinson—present
Byrd—present Glenn—present Liberati—present Runestad—present
Callton—present Goike—present Love—present Rutledge—present
Canfield—present Graves—present Lucido—present Santana—present
Chang—present Greig—present Lyons—present Schor—present
Chatfield—present Greimel—present Maturen—present Sheppard—present
Chirkun—present Guerra—present McBroom—present Singh—present
Clemente—present Heise—present McCready—present Smiley—present
Cochran—present Hoadley—present Miller, A.—present Somerville—present
Cole—present Hooker—present Miller, D.—present Talabi—present
Cotter—present Hovey-Wright—present Moss—present Tedder—present
Courser—present Howrylak—present Muxlow—present Theis—present
Cox—present Hughes—present Neeley—present Townsend—present
Crawford—present Iden—present Nesbitt—present Vaupel—present
Darany—present Inman—present Outman—present VerHeulen—present
Dianda—present Irwin—present Pagan—present Victory—present
Dillon—present Jacobsen—present Pagel—present Webber—present
Driskell—present Jenkins—present Pettalia—present Wittenberg—present
Durhal—present Johnson—present Phelps—excused Yanez—present
Faris—present Kelly—present Plawecki—present Yonker—present
Farrington—present Kesto—present Poleski—present Zemke—present
Forlini—present Kivela—present  

e/d/s = entered during session
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 Pastor Jerry Troyer, Sr. Pastor of Eastpoint Baptist Church in Eastpoint, offered the following invocation:

 “Almighty God, our Father, ruler of heaven and earth. We are grateful for Your loving rule over us. For You rule with 
mercy and compassion, justice and righteousness.
 This day as we embark on a new beginning, we thank You for Your blessings on this great state, that we can be 
optimistic about our future, as we seek You. 
 In this New Year, we ask that You will watch over our Governor Rick Snyder. Give him understanding to lead us with 
humility, resolution to lead us with integrity, and benevolence to lead us with generosity. Bless and protect him and his 
family. 
 For our Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley, Attorney General Bill Schuette, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson, our Represen-
tatives, our Supreme Court Judges, for all our courts of law, for all who rule over us, and those who work tirelessly to 
protect us and keep us safe. Bless them, give them wisdom, and protect each one and their families.
 For the great citizens of our state, I pray that we would share, help, and pursue the common good of all. I pray, that 
we would all join together to seek and work for a more just, a more virtuous, a kinder, and a more prosperous state. 
 When we focus on putting ourselves higher than others, when we fail to treat each other with respect, even when we 
differ, forgive us. When we fail to treat one another, as we would want to be, forgive us. When we forget You, our Father 
in heaven, forgive us. 
 I humbly ask this in the name of the one who changed my life, Jesus Christ, amen.”

______

 Representative-elect Rep. Townsend appeared at the Clerk’s desk and took and subscribed the constitutional oath of 
office, which was administered by Gary L. Randall, Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Announcement by the Clerk of Printing and Enrollment

 The Clerk announced that the following bills and joint resolutions had been printed and placed upon the files of the 
members on Friday, January 16:
 House Bill Nos. 4001 4002 4003 4004 4005 4006 4007 4008 4009 4010 4011 4012 4013 4014
  4015 4016 4017 4018 4019 4020 4021 4022 4023 4024 4025 4026 4027 4028
  4029 4030 4031 4032 4033 4034
 House Joint Resolutions A B C D

 The Clerk announced that the following bill had been printed and placed upon the files of the members on Tuesday, 
January 20:
 Senate Bill No. 12

Notices

January 20, 2015
Mr. Gary L. Randall, Clerk
Michigan House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Dear Mr. Clerk:
 I hereby appoint the following Members of the 98th Legislature to the Standing Committees for the 2015-2016 Legisla-
tive Session:
Agriculture
 Reps. Lauwers (C), Cole (Maj. VC), Franz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, Rendon, Courser, B. Roberts, Sheppard, 
Vaupel, Brunner (Min. VC), Darany, Talabi, Driskell, LaVoy, Garrett
Appropriations 
 Reps. Pscholka (C), Bumstead (Maj. VC), Jenkins, Muxlow, Poleski, Potvin, Kelly, McCready, Pagel, VerHeulen, 
Victory, Afendoulis, Bizon, Canfield, Cox, Gamrat, Inman, A. Miller, Faris (Min. VC), Dillon, Irwin, S. Roberts, Banks, 
Singh, Yanez, Zemke, Durhal, Hoadley, Pagan
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Commerce and Trade
 Reps. Graves (C), Sheppard (Maj. VC), Callton, Jenkins, Johnson, Rendon, Somerville, Hughes, Barrett, Garcia, Glenn, 
Leutheuser, Schor (Min. VC), Townsend, Byrd, Garrett, Geiss, Love, Moss
Communications and Technology
 Reps. Jacobsen (C), Iden (Maj. VC), Franz, Glardon, Outman, Price, Barrett, Leutheuser, Tedder, Phelps (Min. VC), 
Driskell, Chirkun, Greig, Guerra
Criminal Justice
 Reps. Heise (C), Webber (Maj. VC), Howrylak, Courser, Lucido, Guerra (Min. VC), Hovey-Wright, Chang
Education
 Reps. Price (C), Garcia (Maj. VC), Callton, Hooker, McBroom, Somerville, Yonker, Kelly, Chatfield, Courser, Tedder, 
Zemke (Min. VC), Santana, Brinks, Schor, Chang, Greig
Elections 
 Reps. Lyons (C), Leutheuser (Maj. VC), Heise, Jacobsen, Kesto, Driskell (Min. VC), Irwin, Hoadley
Energy Policy
 Reps. Nesbitt (C), Glenn (Maj. VC), Jacobsen, LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Pettalia, Hughes, Barrett, Cole, 
Lucido, Maturen, B. Roberts, Sheppard, Webber, LaVoy (Min. VC), Brunner, Lane, Dianda, Kivela, Kosowski, Byrd, 
Garrett, D. Miller, Plawecki
Families, Children, and Seniors
 Reps. Hooker (C), Runestad (Maj. VC), Forlini, Crawford, Vaupel, Hovey-Wright (Min. VC), Talabi, Liberati
Financial Liability Reform
 Reps. Somerville (C), Leutheuser (Maj. VC), Farrington, LaFontaine, Lyons, Poleski, Wittenberg (Min. VC), Santana, 
Chirkun
Financial Services
 Reps. Forlini (C), Pettalia (Maj. VC), Callton, Graves, Lucido, Theis, Yanez (Min. VC), Clemente, Gay-Dagnogo, Love
Government Operations
 Reps. Jacobsen (C), Webber (Maj. VC), LaFontaine, Greimel (Min. VC), Singh
Health Policy
 Reps. Callton (C), Vaupel (Maj. VC), Hooker, Yonker, Graves, Hughes, Kesto, VerHeulen, Bizon, Chatfield, Crawford, 
Garcia, Tedder, Darany (Min. VC), Brinks, Cochran, Phelps, Geiss, Liberati, Neeley, Wittenberg
Insurance
 Reps. Leonard (C), Theis (Maj. VC), Franz, Goike, Glardon, LaFontaine, Lyons, Barrett, Runestad, Vaupel, Webber, 
Cochran (Min. VC), Banks, Clemente, Kosowski, D. Miller, Wittenberg 
Judiciary
 Reps. Kesto (C), Lucido (Maj. VC), Heise, Johnson, Howrylak, Cole, Runestad, Irwin (Min. VC), Robinson, Chang, 
Guerra
Local Government
 Reps. Chatfield (C), Price (Maj. VC), Heise, Maturen, Runestad, Sheppard, Theis, Moss (Min. VC), Brunner, Rutledge, 
Neeley
Military and Veterans Affairs
 Reps. Barrett (C), Hughes (Maj. VC), Hooker, Outman, Courser, Glenn, Rutledge (Min. VC), Santana, Talabi
Natural Resources
 Reps. LaFontaine (C), Rendon (Maj. VC), Forlini, Goike, Lyons, McBroom, Kivela (Min. VC), Smiley, Plawecki 
Oversight and Ethics
 Reps. McBroom (C), Howrylak (Maj. VC), Graves, Theis, Robinson (Min. VC), Pagan
Regulatory Reform
 Reps. Franz (C), B. Roberts (Maj. VC), Yonker, Kesto, Lauwers, Courser, Crawford, Garcia, Iden, Dianda (Min. VC), 
Darany, Lane, Schor, Chirkun, Moss
Tax Policy
 Reps. Farrington (C), Maturen (Maj. VC), Somerville, Yonker, Howrylak, Chatfield, Glenn, Iden, Webber, 
Townsend (Min. VC), Clemente, LaVoy, Byrd
Tourism and Outdoor Recreation
 Reps. Rendon (C), Goike (Maj. VC), Forlini, Pettalia, Cole, Smiley (Min. VC), Brinks, Gay-Dagnogo
Transportation and Infrastructure
 Reps. Pettalia (C), Glardon (Maj. VC), Farrington, Goike, Jacobsen, Yonker, Lauwers, McCready, Cole, Maturen, 
Lane (Min. VC), Rutledge, Smiley, Cochran, Dianda, Neeley
Workforce and Talent Development
 Reps. Johnson (C), Tedder (Maj. VC), Farrington, Price, Lauwers, Crawford, Iden, B. Roberts, Brinks (Min. VC), 
Townsend, Geiss, Greig, Liberati, Love
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 I hereby appoint the following Members of the 98th Legislature to the Statutory Standing Committees for the 2015-2016 
Legislative Session:
House Fiscal Agency Governing Committee 
 Reps. Pscholka (C), Cotter (Maj. VC), Nesbitt, Faris (Min. VC), Greimel, Singh 
Joint Committee on Administrative Rules
 Reps. Goike (C), Howrylak (Maj. VC), Price, Geiss (Min. VC), Hovey-Wright
Legislative Council
 Reps. Cotter (C), LaFontaine (Maj. VC), Jacobsen, VerHeulen, Rutledge (Min. VC), Greig. Alternates: Leonard, 
Nesbitt, Kosowski
Michigan Capitol Committee
 Reps. Outman (C), Crawford (Maj. VC), Nesbitt, Schor (Min. VC) 

Sincerely,
Kevin Cotter, Speaker
Michigan House of Representatives

January 20, 2015
Mr. Gary L. Randall, Clerk
Michigan House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Dear Mr. Clerk:
 I hereby appoint the following Members of the 98th Legislature to the Subcommittees of the Standing Committee on 
Appropriations for the 2015-2016 Legislative Session:
Agriculture and Rural Development
 Reps. Jenkins (C), Victory (Maj. VC), Pagel, Canfield, Hoadley (Min. VC), Singh
Community Colleges
 Reps. Muxlow (C), Bizon (Maj. VC), Inman, Yanez (Min. VC), Banks
Community Health
 Reps. VerHeulen (C), Bizon (Maj. VC), Bumstead, Afendoulis, Canfield, Cox, Dillon (Min. VC), Faris, Pagan 
Corrections
 Reps. Pagel (C), Afendoulis (Maj. VC), Poleski, Canfield, Irwin (Min. VC), Yanez, Durhal 
Education
 Reps. Potvin (C), Kelly (Maj. VC), Muxlow, Canfield, Gamrat, Pagan (Min. VC), Banks
Environmental Quality
 Reps. Victory (C), A. Miller (Maj. VC), Bumstead, S. Roberts (Min. VC)
General Government
 Reps. Cox (C), Poleski (Maj. VC), Afendoulis, Inman, Durhal (Min. VC), Singh
Higher Education
 Reps. McCready (C), Muxlow (Maj. VC), VerHeulen, Cox, Singh (Min. VC), Irwin, Hoadley
Human Services
 Reps. Poleski (C), McCready (Maj. VC), Kelly, VerHeulen, Banks (Min. VC), Yanez
Joint Capital Outlay
 Reps. Jenkins (C), Pscholka (Maj. VC), Bumstead, Potvin, A. Miller, Zemke (Min. VC), Dillon 
Judiciary
 Reps. VerHeulen (C), Cox (Maj. VC), Pagel, Hoadley (Min. VC)
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
 Reps. Afendoulis (C), McCready (Maj. VC), Gamrat, A. Miller, Faris (Min. VC) 
Military and Veterans Affairs
 Reps. Inman (C), Gamrat (Maj. VC), Jenkins, Potvin, Yanez (Min. VC)
Natural Resources
 Reps. Bumstead (C), Inman (Maj. VC), Victory, Gamrat, S. Roberts (Min. VC)
School Aid
 Reps. Kelly (C), Potvin (Maj. VC), Poleski, Pagel, S. Roberts (Min. VC), Zemke
State Police
 Reps. A. Miller (C), Jenkins (Maj. VC), McCready, Irwin (Min. VC)
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Supplementals
 Reps. Pscholka (C), Muxlow (Maj. VC), Faris (Min. VC)
Transportation
 Reps. Canfield (C), Victory (Maj. VC), Kelly, Bizon, A. Miller, Banks (Min. VC), Dillon

Sincerely,
Al Pscholka, Chair
House Appropriations Committee

Messages from the Governor

 The following message from the Governor was received January 16, 2015 and read:

EXECUTIVE ORDER
No. 2015 – 2

CREATION OF
MICHIGAN INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS

MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

 WHEREAS, Section 1 of Article V of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 vests the executive power of the state of 
Michigan in the Governor; and
 WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article V of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 empowers the Governor to make changes in 
the organization of the Executive Branch or in the assignment of functions among its units that he considers necessary 
for efficient administration; and
 WHEREAS, multiple state agencies bear the responsibility of serving homeless persons in the state of Michigan and 
those who are at risk of becoming homeless; and
 WHEREAS, ending homelessness requires collaboration among state agencies, local governments, the private sector 
and service provider networks to coordinate program development, deliver key services and provide housing; and
 WHEREAS, ending or reducing homelessness contributes to economic development and improves the overall quality 
of life within our communities; and
 WHEREAS, establishment of an Interagency Council on Homelessness will provide Michigan with a central statewide 
homeless planning and policy development resource and allow for more efficient collaboration between various departments 
with the goal to meet the needs of the homeless population;
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Richard D. Snyder, Governor of the state of Michigan, by virtue of the power and authority 
vested in the Governor by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, order the following:
I. CREATION OF THE MICHIGAN INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS
 A. The Michigan Interagency Council on Homelessness (“Council”) is created as an advisory body within the Michigan 
State Housing Development Authority.
 B. The Council shall be composed of thirteen (13) members appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Governor. 
Of the members initially appointed, four (4) members shall be appointed for terms expiring on January 31, 2017; five 
(5) members shall be appointed for terms expiring January 31, 2018; and four (4) members shall be appointed for terms 
expiring January 31, 2019. After the initial appointments, members of the council shall serve a term of four (4) years.
 C. The Council consists of the following members:

• The Director of Michigan State Housing Development Authority, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Human Services, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Community Health, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Corrections, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Education, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Technology, Management and Budget, or his or her designee;
• The Director of the Department of Natural Resources, or his or her designee;
• A representative of the courts; and 
• Four (4) representatives of the general public.

 D. A vacancy on the council occurring other than by expiration of a term shall be filled in the same manner as the 
original appointment for the balance of the unexpired term. A member may continue serving until his or her successor is 
appointed.
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II. CHARGE TO THE COUNCIL
 A. The Council shall act in an advisory capacity, serve as a statewide homelessness planning and policy development 
resource for the Governor and the state of Michigan, and shall do all of the following:
 1. Develop, adopt and update a 10-year plan to end homelessness. The 10-year plan shall include evidence-based 
improvements to programs and policies that will ensure services and housing are provided in an efficient, cost-effective, 
and productive manner. The plan shall be coordinated and tailored with the Federal Strategic Plan, “Opening Doors,” to 
meet the needs of this state’s homeless population.
 2. Develop recommendations to:

• expand and maximize housing resources as central to all efforts to end homelessness;
•  increase access to mainstream state and federal social service resources such as Temporary Assistance to Needy 

Families (TANF), Social Security Income (SSI) and veteran benefits;
• expand and maximize service resources such as mental health and substance abuse services;
•  improve cross-system policies and procedures through system integration, streamlined application and eligibility 

processes, and improved outreach;
•  ensure persons in state institutions have access to services that will help prevent homelessness upon their dis-

charge; and
•  promote systems integration, such as health services and housing supports, to increase effectiveness and efficiency.

 3. Develop a strategy to implement the plan and to recommend resource, policy and regulatory changes necessary to 
accomplish the goals of the plan.
 4. Recommend and assist in developing partnerships with private entities, including corporate, philanthropic and faith 
and community-based organizations, as well as the federal and local government, to obtain involvement and support to 
achieve the goals of the plan.
 5. Monitor and oversee the implementation of the plan to ensure accountability and consistent results, including but 
not limited to:

•  measurable goals, including numeric goals, for permanent housing units made available for target homeless popula-
tions;

• measure progress using the annual point-in-time data;
•  measure housing retention and how well homeless programs help their clients become employed and access 

mainstream programs;
• create and coordinate a statewide data collection and reporting system; and
•  assemble accurate fiscal and demographic information and research data to support policy development and track 

outcomes.
 6. Identify and maximize the leveraging of resources to improve the system of services for people who are homeless 
or are at risk of becoming homeless.
 7. Provide an annual progress report on the state plan to the Governor and legislature.
III. OPERATIONS OF THE COUNCIL
 A. The Council shall be staffed and assisted by personnel from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority. 
Any budgeting, procurement, and related management functions of the Council shall be performed under the direction 
and supervision of the Chairperson.
 B. The Director of the Michigan State Housing Development Authority shall serve as Chairperson.
 C. The Council may select from among its members a Vice-Chairperson and Secretary.
 D. The Council shall adopt procedures consistent with Michigan law and this Order governing its organization and 
operations.
 E. A majority of the members of the Council serving constitutes a quorum for the transaction of the Council’s business. 
The Council shall act by a majority vote of its serving members.
 F. The Council shall meet quarterly at the call of the Chairperson and as may be provided in procedures adopted by 
the Council.
 G. The Council shall establish an advisory work group, comprised of representatives from the state agencies partici-
pating in the Council, representatives of the state’s continuum of care organizations, a statewide homeless advocacy group 
and other public and private entities as the Council deems necessary to assist the Council in its duties and responsibilities. 
The work group shall meet monthly. The Council may adopt, reject, or modify any recommendations proposed by the work 
group.
 H. The Council may, as appropriate, make inquiries, conduct studies and investigations into efficiencies and processes 
associated with preventing and ending homelessness, and receive outside comments from the public. The Council may 
also consult with outside experts in order to perform its duties, including but not limited to, experts in the private sector, 
government agencies, and at institutions of higher education.
 I. Members of the Council shall serve without compensation but may receive reimbursement for necessary travel and 
expenses according to relevant statutes and the rules and procedures of the Civil Service Commission, and the Department of 
Technology, Management and Budget, subject to available funding.
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 J. The Council may hire or retain contractors, sub-contractors, advisors, consultants, and agents, and may make and 
enter into contracts necessary or incidental to the exercise of the powers of the Council and the performance of its duties, 
as the Chairperson deems advisable and necessary, in accordance with this Order and the relevant statutes, rules, and 
procedures of the Civil Service Commission, and the Department of Technology, Management and Budget.
 K. The Council may accept donations of labor, services, or other items of value from any public or private agency or 
person. Any donations shall be expended in accordance with applicable laws, rules and procedures.
 L. Members of the Council shall refer all legal, legislative, and media contacts to the Michigan State Housing Develop ment 
Authority.
IV. MISCELLANEOUS
 A. All departments, committees, commissioners, or officers of this state or of any political subdivision of this state may 
give to the council, or to any member or representative of the council, any necessary assistance required by the council, 
or any member or representative of the council, in the performance of the duties of the council so far as is compatible 
with its, his, or her duties.
 B. Any suit, action, or other proceeding lawfully commenced by, against, or before any entity affected under this Order 
shall not abate by reason of the taking effect of this Order.
 C. The invalidity of any portion of this Order shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the Order.
 The Executive Order shall become effective upon filing.
 

[SEAL]
  Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the state of 

Michigan this 16th day of January, in the year of our Lord, 
Two Thousand Fifteen

RICHARD D. SNYDER
GOVERNOR
BY THE GOVERNOR:
RUTH A. JOHNSON
SECRETARY OF STATE

 The message was referred to the Clerk.

 The following message from the Governor was received January 16, 2015 and read:

EXECUTIVE ORDER
No. 2015 - 3

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS COMMISSION

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH

RESCISSION OF SECTION II OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 2014-07
AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 2013-06 

 WHEREAS, Section 1 of Article V of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 vests the executive power in the Governor; and
 WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article V of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 empowers the Governor to make changes in 
the organization of the Executive Branch or in the assignment of functions among its units that the Governor considers 
necessary for efficient administration; and
 WHEREAS, Section 8 of Article V of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 provides that each principal department shall 
be under the supervision of the Governor; unless otherwise provided by the Constitution; and
 WHEREAS, Executive Order 2013-6 created the Mental Health and Wellness Commission; and
 WHEREAS, the Commission was created as an advisory body to make recommendations to improve the quality of life, 
safety, and independence of people living with mental health conditions; and
 WHEREAS, the Commission issued a report to the Governor in December of 2013 with nearly 60 recommendations 
that were unanimously agreed upon by the members, focusing on issues including youth, veterans, education, public 
safety, and the integration of physical and behavioral health; and
 WHEREAS, Executive Order 2014-7 extended the life of the Commission to further the implementation of the 
recommendations; and
 WHEREAS, the legislative term has come to an end and more than half of the current legislative members of the 
Commission will no longer be serving; and
 WHEREAS, efforts to continue the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission and make measureable 
improvements are ongoing within the public and private sectors; and
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 WHEREAS, the Department of Community Health will continue to serve as a convener for those interested in mental 
health issues; and
 WHEREAS, abolishing the Mental Health and Wellness Commission will lead to more efficient and effective implementa-
tion of the recommendations made by the Commission;
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Richard D. Snyder, Governor of the state of Michigan, by virtue of the powers and authority 
vested in the Governor by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, order the following:
 Section II of Executive Order 2014-07 is rescinded and Executive Order 2013-6 is rescinded.
 This Order shall become effective upon filing.
 

[SEAL]
  Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of 

Michigan this 16th day of January in the Year of Our Lord, 
Two Thousand and Fifteen

RICHARD D. SNYDER
GOVERNOR
BY THE GOVERNOR:
RUTH A. JOHNSON
SECRETARY OF STATE

 The message was referred to the Clerk.

Announcements by the Clerk

January 16, 2015
 Received from the Auditor General a copy of the following audit report and/or report summary: 
 Performance audit of the Motor Vehicle Title and Registration Process, Department of State, January 2015.

January 16, 2015
 Received from the Auditor General a copy of the following audit report and/or report summary: 
 Performance audit of Community Health Automated Medicaid Processing System (CHAMPS) Claims Edits, Depart-
ment of Community Health and Department of Technology, Management, and Budget, January 2015.

Gary L. Randall 
Clerk of the House

Schedule of Standing Committees for the 2015-2016 Legislative Session:

Call of the Chair Appropriations 352 Capitol Building
Tuesdays 9:00 a.m. Criminal Justice  327 House Office Building
  Health Policy 519 House Office Building
  Natural Resources 326 House Office Building
  10:30 a.m. Commerce and Trade  519 House Office Building
  Transportation and Infrastructure 521 House Office Building
  12:00 noon Communications and Technology 519 House Office Building
  Judiciary 521 House Office Building

Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Energy Policy  519 House Office Building
  Families, Children, and Seniors 327 House Office Building
  10:30 a.m. Agriculture  519 House Office Building
  Elections 308 House Office Building
  Financial Services 326 House Office Building
  Tax Policy 521 House Office Building
  12:00 noon Financial Liability Reform 327 House Office Building
  Local Government 307 House Office Building
  Regulatory Reform 519 House Office Building
  Tourism 326 House Office Building

Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Education  521 House Office Building
  Insurance 519 House Office Building
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  10:30 a.m. Government Operations 327 House Office Building
  Military and Veterans Affairs 308 House Office Building
  Oversight and Ethics 326 House Office Building
  Workforce and Talent Development 519 House Office Building

 By unanimous consent the House returned to the order of
Motions and Resolutions

 Rep. Nesbitt moved that a special committee of four members be appointed to notify the Senate that the House was 
ready to meet the Senate in Joint Convention.
 The motion prevailed.
 The Speaker appointed as such committee Reps. Leutheuser, Jenkins, Chang and Brunner.

______

 The special committee to notify the Senate that the House was ready to meet in Joint Convention returned to the House 
along with the members of the Senate.
 The committee, through its Chairperson, reported that it had performed the duty assigned it. The report was accepted 
and the committee discharged.
 The Sergeant at Arms announced the members of the Senate, who were admitted and conducted to seats.

Joint Convention

6:30 o’clock p.m.
 The Joint Convention was called to order by the President of the Joint Convention, Lieutenant Governor Calley.

 Rabbi Chaim Fink, Educational Director at Yeshiva Beth Yehudah in Southfield, offered the following invocation:

 “Almighty G-d, we stand here, humbly, before You, Creator of Heaven and Earth, and we ask You to shower us with 
Your blessing. For we know the limitations of men. Man may toil, expend effort, and seek to accomplish, but as we all 
know, there are times when our efforts bear no fruit. For success, we need Your blessing, and that is what we ask for 
tonight.
 May G-d grant us the knowledge to distinguish right from wrong. But that knowledge alone is not enough. For there 
are times when we know the correct course of action, but have difficulty following that path. We must also ask G-d to 
fortify us with the courage to walk in the right direction, even in the face of adversity; even when there is pressure, trying 
to steer us off course. 
 May G-d assist all mankind in achieving unity. You see, we all share something in common: We were all made by the 
same Creator. May G-d enable us to recognize our similarities and appreciate each other’s differences. 
 May G-d bless us all with good health and strength.
 May G-d empower our Governor, the Honorable Rick Snyder, to continue to lead our state so admirably and success-
fully. 
 Over the past few weeks, we read in the Torah about a man who was the paradigm of a true leader; Moses. His leadership 
was defined by his modesty and his care of others. Governor Snyder displays similar qualities. He is a humble man who 
seeks, through public office, to care for and help the people of this great state. With G-d’s help, he will lead us, in good 
health, for the next four years. 
 We thank our state legislature, both its new members and incumbents, for all of their hard work and diligence. May G-d 
bless them, and grant them the wisdom and courage to benefit the citizens of our state. 
 May G-d bless this great state of Michigan. 
 May G-d bless America, 
 And let us all respond, Amen.”

 The roll of the Senate was called by the Secretary, who announced that a quorum of the Senate was present.

 The roll of the House was called by the Clerk, who announced that a quorum of the House was present.
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 The President of the Joint Convention announced that the two Houses had met in Joint Convention to receive the 
message of the Governor.

 Representative Nesbitt moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be appointed 
to invite and escort the State Officers to the Joint Convention. 
 The motion prevailed.
 The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Price and Darany, and Senators Schmidt 
and Knezek.

 The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the State Officers to be present at the Joint 
Convention.
 The State Officers, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

 Senator Kowall moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be appointed to 
invite and escort the Judges of the Court of Appeals to the Joint Convention. 
 The motion prevailed.
 The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Canfield and Rutledge, and Sena-
tors Knollenberg and Bieda.

 The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Judges of the Court of Appeals to be 
present at the Joint Convention.
 The Judges of the Court of Appeals, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

 Representative Nesbitt moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be appointed 
to invite and escort the Justices of the Supreme Court to the Joint Convention. 
 The motion prevailed.
 The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives McCready and Love, and Sena-
tors Emmons and Gregory.
 
 The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Justices of the Supreme Court to be 
present at the Joint Convention.
 The Justices of the Supreme Court, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.

 Senator Kowall moved that a special committee, consisting of four Representatives and four Senators, be appointed to 
invite and escort the Governor to the Joint Convention. 
 The motion prevailed.
 The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Aaron Miller, Cox, Kivela and Santana, 
and Senators MacGregor, Jones, Hertel and Smith.

 The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee to wait on the Governor.
 The Governor, escorted by the committee, was conducted to the rostrum.

 The President of the Joint Convention then introduced Governor Snyder who gave his message to the Joint Convention 
as follows:

 “Thank you very much, well thank you very much. Please be seated. Thank you for that warm welcome. Good evening, 
it is great to be with you tonight. Let me start by recognizing Lt. Governor Brian Calley, Speaker Cotter, Senate Majority 
Leader Meekhof, Senate Minority Leader Ananich, House Minority Leader Greimel, members of the legislature, members 
of the Supreme Court, members of the Court of Appeals, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson, Attorney General Bill Schuette, 
Cabinet Members.
 Ladies and gentlemen of the legislature, I also want to recognize we have Consulate Generals from Canada, Iraq, Japan 
and Mexico here and I also want to recognize we have a representative from China with us. Fellow public servants and 
in particular I am going to ask all members of the Michigan National Guard and all of our members of the military to 
stand so we can give you special recognition. Thank you, thank you for your distinguished service keeping us safe. 
Citizens of Michigan and last but not least I want to recognize my family, thank you for all your support.
 What I would ask now is for a moment of silence. Over the course of the last year we lost one of our Michigan service 
members, Sgt. First Class Michael Carthcart of Bay City, and in addition, we actually lost several law enforcement 
individuals, first responders and public safety officers in the state of Michigan, so I ask if you would bow your head for 
a moment of silence, out of respect for their service keeping us safe. Thank you. 



No. 3] [January 20, 2015] JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 45

 Let me begin by saying we have taken on many challenges that people thought were unbelievable. We have made the 
old unbelievable, the new achievable, and we have taken on many difficult issues. Michigan is a much better place today 
than it was several years ago. We’re better, but to be open with you, better is not good enough. We need to do more, and 
that is what tonight is about, talking about how we go to the top. To build on the foundation we built, but go farther and 
better, to keep up the path of success. 
 In terms of the talk of tonight, I am going to follow my traditional format. I want to share several things from the 
Dashboard because it’s important that we’re measured on the success that we achieve. I am going to talk about 2014. I am 
going to talk about 2015. I am going to give you a roadmap of activities during the course of the year for key events and 
then I’ll close. 
 In terms of the Dashboard we should be so proud. In terms of the big industries in Michigan, what a great achievement. 
The auto industry, what a great comeback. Again, I hope you have the opportunity to make the Detroit Auto Show, the 
North American International Auto Show, you can see how tremendously exciting the industry is; but to give you one 
number that stands out, since 2010 we had a 48 percent increase in automotive production in the state of Michigan. 
Nearly 50 percent increase in four years.
 For our food and agriculture industry, food and agriculture is critically important. You have been a shining star for us 
during the difficult years and their only continually to shine brighter. We set a new hallmark, a new benchmark that many 
people didn’t think we would achieve in terms of the size of the industry. So just this last year was announced that the 
food and ag industry in the state of Michigan has now exceeded a hundred billion dollars in economic activity. In terms 
of Tourism we continue to do very well. Pure Michigan works folks, we love it! To give you a benchmark over the last 
few years in terms of out of state tourism for Michigan, compared to just 2010 or so, we are now seeing on an annual basis 
more than 2 million more tourists a year from out of state coming to Michigan than just four years ago. That’s tremendous.
 In terms of our citizens, though, we are all seeing great things. When you look at job creation in our state, we have 
created over 300,000 private sector jobs in the last four years. Tremendous success. Our unemployment rate has dropped 
significantly. In 2010, in December was 11.3 percent. In November of this last year it was 6.7 percent, a 40 percent 
decrease in unemployment in 4 years. And December is coming out tomorrow. We will see if we are going to have more 
progress in moving Michigan forward. In terms of housing values, if you compared us across the United State and you 
look over the last four years, how have we done? The rest of the country averaged a 16 percent increase and the state of 
Michigan a 25 percent increase. So we are seeing those home values come back for our citizens that they deserve. 
 Well, let me jump right into 2014. One thing I would ask, and again, you never hear this out of most politicians, I am not 
a career politician, is that I would actually ask you to hold your applause; except for recognitions of individuals, because 
I want to get to 2015. I am excited to get there, but I do want to give you an update on what transpired this last year in 
terms of major accomplishments. First of all on more and better jobs, the skilled trades. One of the things I am focused 
in on and I know we are all excited about is to make Michigan number one in the skilled trades in the United States. We 
started that path last year. We created the Skilled Trade Training Fund for our community colleges, 50 million dollars to 
invest in needed equipment for our community colleges to do that training. We created the Skilled Trades Training Fund 
to help companies be successful and we have seen over 10,000 Michiganders get additional training, job opportunities 
and such because of the Skilled Trade Training Fund. 
 One thing in particular I am proud of that is not just about what we are doing today, but how we are preparing for the 
future is, FIRST Robotics. A tremendous program we have been supporting. If you look at kids who do FIRST Robotics, 
the likelihood of them going into engineering or the skilled trades goes up dramatically. We were number two in the 
country several years ago, but over the last few years we have added teams. This least year 77 teams that is more than 
the other 49 states combined. We are up to 349 teams, 110 more than California now. And, we are moving to be a leader 
in that and I want to give a shout out to Kettering University that did the first of a kind community centered for FIRST 
Robotics teams. They have been a true leader. We have the president of Kettering here tonight and I want to recognize 
him, but I also want to recognize a student named Harrison Ford, not the actor, the student Harrison Ford. I want to 
mention Harrison in particular as he is a junior now at Kettering in their co-op program. He is doing tremendously well. 
When he was on a FIRST Robotics team it had meant so much to him, he is now a mentor for another FIRST Robotics 
team in Flint, the Flint Fire. So, this is a case of someone having success giving back, so let’s give a big shout out in the 
balcony to Dr. Robert McMahan, President of Kettering and Harrison Ford, a student at Kettering. Thank you so much. 
Keep building those robots.
 Major things accomplished: Personal property tax reform; the vote in August. It was fundamental in terms of making us 
more competitive. A ballot proposal passed with resounding supports. What does it mean to Michiganders? Hardworking 
Michiganders will now have opportunities to work in small businesses, because they are more competitive and local gov ern-
ment has a more consistent source of revenue. That was an outstanding reform. If you look at how we have done in 
Michigan in terms of our rankings, in terms of tax climate, our business tax climate over the last four years we have gone 
from 27th to 13th. Even more importantly in terms of entrepreneurial climate in the state of Michigan, we have gone from 
44th to 6th. That is the kind of environment that is going to create jobs in our state.
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 Let me talk about education. We should be absolutely proud, we have been a leader in the nation with early childhood 
and pre-school education. The last two years we made major budget commitments; $65 million a year for a total of 
$130 million in an on-going basis. We created over 29,000 new opportunities for people in need, young people in need 
to get pre-schooled. That is outstanding and we should be proud. Another thing in education I want to mention is a 
partnership with the attorney general. We came out with a hotline, a confidential hotline called OK2SAY. And, has it been 
successful? We’ll we have gotten the first semester results back. We had over 400 tips come in and they addressed important 
issues such as bullying, helping suicide prevention, child abuse and it is there to also deal with potential cases of school 
violence. OK2SAY is working and we should be proud. So, I want to thank the attorney general for his partnership on 
that effort.
 In terms of big things going on, in terms of Michigan with people, a huge success is Healthy Michigan. It launched 
last April. It’s our version of medicaid expansion done right, involving wellness and personal responsibility. We now have 
over 500,000 Michiganders participating in the program in just that number of months. In terms of what it means to their 
lives, we have seen over 350,000 primary care visits now taking place. Those are big numbers, but the important part is, 
is now we are helping real life people move from being uninsured in the ER to now move to a preventative care 
environment where they have a medical home and it is something that will improve the quality of their life and save us 
all money. And I want to give a shout out to someone, a key mover in making it happen, he was in the House at the time, 
but I want to give a shout out to Senator Mike Shirkey. 
 Another area of achievement I am very proud of is the disability employment directive towards the end of the year. 
About how the state of Michigan can do better about hiring people with disabilities and then training our people to better 
understand the challenges that people with disabilities face. I am very proud to say I did that before I became a person 
that can now have greater appreciation for people with disabilities. This particular circumstance I have now, is only 
temporary, but it really has given me a much greater perspective on the challenges that someone with a disability faces. 
You might find it intriguing in terms of support. I actually had recommendations about how to come in tonight. One was 
by jet-pack through the ceiling. My personal favorite, I like the idea of a zip-line from the balcony. But, realistically when 
you have a disability you have to be thoughtful and I want to thank the work that was done to put that directive in place 
and now we are going to go statewide. We have a summit coming up for disabilities in February. I want to give a shout 
out to two people that have been leaders in that, Lt. Governor Brian Calley and Justice Richard Bernstein. 
 Our military and veterans are critically important and I’m really proud of what we have done there. One program for 
our National Guard members is we came up with a tuition assistance program that has gotten a tremendously positive 
response. These people put their lives on the line for us and they deserved it and it was about time we got it done. Another 
thing that is tremendously exciting is we are leading the nation in some of our activities with our veterans. We did a 
partnership with the United Way and they came up with a 24 by 7, 365 day hot-line, one stop shopping for our veterans; 
that’s 1-800-MICH-VET. And we are leading in the nation with that, we should be proud.
 With respect to our seniors. We did some tremendously positive legislation there, thanks to the Silver Key Coalition 
and all the great legislators here for making Michigan a no-wait state for in-home services. And we passed legislation to 
deal with senior abuse in terms of being more proactive. Good work again by the legislature.
 Public safety. Two or three years ago I made the point that we had four of the most violent cities in the United States 
in the top ten. That is unacceptable. Have we fully gotten off that list? No, but, we have made tremendous progress. Over 
the last three years since we had that program going, to give you idea of results, the four cities: Detroit, violent crime is 
down 20 percent; Saginaw violent crime is down 26 percent; Pontiac violent crime down 28 percent; Flint violent crime 
down 28 percent. We are going to keep it up. We are going to stay committed. We’re going to get them off that top 10 list 
and that is important.
 In terms of the environment, we set a big goal in recycling. We have fallen behind in recycling. We think the deposit bill 
makes us a leader. We actually have gotten behind in regular recycling in this state. We were lagging. So, I appreciate the 
direction to say let’s double our goal. Let’s go from 15 to 30 percent and we set the goal to say we would get there in 
two years. We are on a path to get there in two years and we should be proud of that. The other thing in the environment 
I want to recognize is we did a really innovative important package with our hunters and fishermen in this state. And it 
wasn’t about getting more resources they want to invest. It’s about doing world class management based on sound science 
to really keep our natural resources thriving and have more hunters out there in the woods doing good work, having more 
fisherman catch big fish. We are making progress in Michigan on that front.
 The last topic I want to cover on 2014 is efficient effective and accountable government. A couple things is, first of all 
we had a very challenging year. This was a year of disasters in our state and many of you personally had to go through 
those experiences. We had huge floods in Southeastern Michigan, floods in Mid-Michigan and the Upper Peninsula we 
had a huge freeze problem. We had a propane crisis in the Upper Peninsula, we had the Ebola issue. What I would say 
though that we should be proud both in terms of preparedness and working on these issues ahead of time, but also in 
terms of our response, we saw tremendous response, not just at the state level but at all levels of government and the 
private sector coming together to deal with it. And so I want to give a shout out in particular to our first responders and 
in particular, the Michigan State Police, with Col. Etue, our local emergency management people, the first responders in 
all of our local jurisdictions, FEMA, and the SBA, thank you for your great work.
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 In terms of local government one thing I have to mentioned in terms of opportunities in great outcomes is the City of 
Detroit. We emerged from bankruptcy from the City of Detroit. A tremendously hard, difficult process that many people 
came together to do special things that stand out. And, I do want to recognize the people that really made that happen. I 
want to recognize the retirees who made a sacrifice, who went through very difficult times and they were with us, though, 
to support the Grand Bargain. I want to recognize the hard work of the people at the DIA in terms of raising resources. 
The foundation community for raising resources, all the great work that took place through this process to make Detroit 
a stronger, better place. In particular, I want to thank Mayor Duggan. Mayor, thank you and the city council for your 
strong effort. A gentlemen, a fellow U of M alumni, who did tremendous work. We want to get him back in the state of 
Michigan, Kevyn Orr. Some of the individuals who could not join us, but Judge Rosen and Judge Rhodes did tremendous 
work in this effort. I want to thank each and every legislator for your conference, your courage to come together to stand 
up as Michiganders to say, we are all one state. We’re strongest when we recognize it’s Detroit, Michigan. The thing I am 
proudest to say after how many decades can each one of us say now that we all have common goal of not dwelling on 
Detroit’s past, but saying let’s grow the City of Detroit, in particular put emphasis on neighborhoods to bring them back 
to be a great place to live in our state. Let’s see Detroit continue pulling up and Mayor, you have my support and partner-
ship in helping make that happen. Well, thank you.
 Now for 2015. I am excited and I hope you are too when I am done. First of all I want to recognize great bi-partisan 
work done at the end of last year. It was about doing a bi-partisan solution to deal with something we knew we had to 
do and that is a transportation proposal, to deal with the fact that we have rotten roads and bridges in our state. No one 
in Michigan likes our roads and bridges. We have gotten that work done but our work isn’t done. Now we need to ask 
our citizens to support that effort in May on the ballot. What is this all about? The key issue is public safety. If you look 
at it and you look at our bridges, one out of nine is structurally deficient. You might have read about Cincinnati today in 
terms of bridge challenges there. One out of nine being structurally deficient. So, when you drive Michigan and you see 
plywood underneath the bridge, why is it there? It’s keeping crumbling concrete from falling on your vehicle, that’s 
unacceptable. When you talk about our roads and you see those potholes, just think about the issues and concerns you’ve 
had this personally. When you swerve to miss a pothole, you are a distracted driver. You are putting yourself at risk and 
other drivers and other people. If you hit that pothole and you blow a tire your at risk of a major accident. That is 
unacceptable. We need to do something folks. It’s time to get it done. When you look at the cost structures, we actually 
looked at the state of Indiana and saw that on average we spend $132 more than the state of Indiana for damaged vehicles 
in terms of road damage. That is a lot of money folks to offset the cost of this proposal. In the end what I need you to 
do is vote yes. Vote yes, so we can have safer roads. Vote yes so we can get rid of the crumbling bridges and crumbling 
roads. Vote yes so we can have stronger schools and local government. Vote yes so we can have tax relief for the lower 
income people. There is only good reasons to vote yes. Let’s get it done, let’s get it done in May and do it right, thank you.
 Now let me come to the most significant part of the talk tonight. This is about revolutionizing how government operates. 
This is time for the big vision. There is a better way to do things in government and that is what I want to share with 
you now. I call it the River of Opportunity and let me set the stage for you. Before our country was even founded, why 
did people come to America? And, after it was founded, why do people continue to come and why do they come today? 
We are the land of opportunity. That’s what makes us who we are. Now the issue is to have a fair chance to have that 
opportunity in our country. If you happen to be in the main stream of the River of Opportunity and you grow up in a 
great family with wonderful parents supporting you, you went to a good school, you got good advice when you were 
looking for a career, you found a good first job, you built a career, you are on that path to great opportunity. If you look 
at it, what is government’s role in that situation? Government is actually in the background, it’s still there it’s doing things 
like public safety, important things, but it is in the background of your life. In fact, you are a contributor to helping others 
and you do that through multiple mechanisms, paying taxes is helping, I know you may not feel that way, but that is the 
point. You are helping to contribute to a charities, to churches to non-profits to help people. Your volunteering your time 
to help people. Everyone in America, fundamentally wants to help other people and you are one of those people doing 
that. I am proud to say I was fortunate enough to be in that main steam, personally. I grew up in a 900 square foot house 
in Battle Creek. My father owned a small window cleaning business and my mother was a homemaker. We never had a 
lot, but I never wanted for anything. I accepted that and they were wonderful and I was fortunate enough to be in that 
mainstream of that River of Opportunity, that now I can stand here as Governor of the state of Michigan. How do we 
create opportunities for those people who are not in the main stream of the River of Opportunity is the question. And, 
why do people fall out of the main stream or are not in it? In some cases, they don’t have parents or they don’t have 
parents at home. They have severe poverty in their family. They maybe in a situation where either to get to school or get 
to work they need transportation and it is not there, creating a barrier to success. They may have an illness, they may 
have a disability, they need government support and non-profit support. Government moves to the forefront then and how 
do we help them succeed? Now, how have we done this in the country. If you go back to the 1930s, we built a system 
that was about adding programs and these are good well-intentioned people, but if you look back over the last 80 years, 
what have we done? We have added prescriptive program after prescriptive program. Where do we stand today? We’ve 
counted 145 plus programs already and still counting: 35 in health care, 40 in work force, 70 in child services. The system 
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is failing folks, that’s not how you solve the problem of helping people have opportunities. What we have done is sliced 
and diced people into programs. We have moved away from treating them as real people. In fact, in some cases we have 
taken some of their dignity away as a person, by putting them through so many programs. The other problem with all of 
these programs is what have we done. Quite often we are addressing symptoms, we are not addressing root causes, we are 
actually facilitating dependency on government. That’s not right. We have also built a lot of bureaucracy and inefficiency 
in the system and that’s not right. In fact if you look at it, where is our society today, and you look at people who are in 
the main stream of the river and the people that are not, that gap of differences is only increasing. That is unacceptable 
and we should not take it. We need to stand up and say there is a better way to do things and how is that? It is time to set 
back and say let us restructure government to create the River of Opportunity by understanding that we are talking about 
people, not programs and there are five guiding principles we need to stay up and say, we should be following to help 
create opportunities of success for people. The first one is again: It’s about people not programs, the second point is it is 
about root causes, not symptoms, third is about maximizing results not spending money in government programs, fourth 
is about recognizing that it’s not just about government, this is about community, this is about friends and neighbors. We 
need to engage the entire community. We need to be that village of support together. And, fifth we need to measure 
outcomes and results and what’s the measurement of success? It’s not how many people who we’re facilitating or 
maintaining their dependency. It’s how many people that were outside of that mainstream of opportunity that we have now 
moved into the mainstream so they can be successful. That is what this is about. The question in your mind is to say that’s 
great talk Governor, but it is doable? It is absolutely doable. We have been doing it in the state of Michigan on a pilot 
basis for several years now. Now is the time to expand and roll it out. To bring it in a bigger fashion to everyone in our 
state. Let me mention two of those programs, one is Pathways to Potential, a program we started several years ago where 
we asked caseworkers to leave the government office. They were happy to and we put them in the local schools. We have 
caseworkers in 219 schools and 22 counties in our state. They are now there with the kids that they’re they to help, with 
their families seeing what their lives are like, not in some government office. Is it making a difference? There are many 
metrics and measures of success, but I will give you just one. Chronic absenteeism is one of the key constraints to success. 
It’s down by one-third in the schools where we have Pathway people versus where we do not. That is success.
 Another case is helping the structurally unemployed. The people that have not been successful getting in the workforce, 
having that opportunity to be on that path of the mainstream again. So, several years ago, we created this program with 
solely state dollars because the federal programs were simply not good enough to be flexible enough. So how is that 
program done? We now placed over 3,000 individuals in over 100 companies with a retention rate of nearly 70 percent. 
It is making a huge difference in people’s lives and I can give you an illustration. The number one reason we found for 
the people we have been servicing is that they couldn’t get training or work to be successful. It was a lack of transportation. 
And, by having the ability to have these wrapped services to look at the big picture, we have been able to work on that. 
This is the kind of attitude. 
 Now I want to share a story with you that goes way before Community Ventures to show how powerful this can be and 
I want to thank the people from Cascade Engineering and actually the Department of Human Services for their work. 
This is the story about Amy Valderas in terms of her life. In 1998, she was a single mother with three kids. She was living 
with her sister, she was looking about getting assistance. She had the opportunity to go to Human Services. She actually 
ended up with a job at Cascade Engineering, an outstanding company. They actually went out of their way to pay for a 
caseworker to be in their company to give her support and to give other people support for similar circumstances. Now, 
we are talking quite a few years later, 16 years later, where is Amy today? Amy is a top-tier operator in the company. 
She is a team leader. She is training other people to be successful. She owns a home. I asked her about her 3 kids. She 
is proud, one just graduating from college is doing well. The others are on the path to success. That’s the kind  of success 
we need to bring in terms of solving problems for the people. So, if it would be o.k., I ask them to stand from Cascade 
Engineering. We have Fred Keller, the founder of the company, Joyce Gutierrez-Marsh from the Michigan Department of 
Human Services and we have Amy Valderas, from Cascade Engineering, let’s give them a big shout out. Thank you for 
being a great role model for all of us. Let’s do this all across Michigan. 
 Now the next steps, where do we go with the River of Opportunity. Just as I said let’s ramp up these programs. 
Pathways to Potential, Community Ventures, but let’s also restructure government. Let’s step back and look at how we 
are doing things in the big picture. We’ve started already. One of our goals is to be number one in the skilled trades 
training and to help do that I did an executive order earlier or late last year to really put together our talent operations 
our workforce operations with the MEDC and our Economic Development Operations. We created the Department of 
Talent and Economic Development. A step to move in that direction in that part of the world. The next step is, I am 
working on an executive order that I will issue to take the Department of Community Health and the Department of 
Human Services and merge them into one department to focus on health and human services, with supporting agencies 
so we can be much more one stop shopping, really human focused, people focused on how to deliver great services to 
our citizens there. And, I would appreciate your support in those outstanding efforts.
 Other things we need to do. We need to go to the federal government. We need to say 145 plus programs is not the answer. 
Let’s go ask for waivers and say how can we consolidate these programs so they are about a few outcomes to help people, 
real people, and let’s do that. And then coming back to my comment about community. Let’s go do outreach and figure 
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out how we do public, private partnerships to engage all of us in helping one another, whether it’s people volunteering 
their time. Other efforts to really make sure this happens in some positive, supportive way. If you stop and think about 
it, what is the River of Opportunity, the vision is, it is about creating opportunities for success, not facilitating dependency. 
And the mission, help people succeed, not build government programs that spend. That is the kind of attitude we need.
 And now I am going to transition right into education, because that River of Opportunity applies to education as well. 
Two huge areas I want to mention, particularly on education. First of all, we need to put a stronger a much stronger focus 
on what I described at pre-natal through 3rd grade (P-3). One of the important metrics in someone’s life on the River of 
Opportunity is the ability to be proficient reading by 3rd grade. How have we done? We were at 63 percent in 2010 and 
we are at 70 percent today. About a 10 percent improvement. We can’t be proud of that folks. Seventy-percent doesn’t 
cut it. We have already done some great things that I know will improve that number, such as our investment in early 
childhood. As those kids age, that can make a huge difference in that number, but we cannot stop there. I am going to 
ask for additional resources when I present the budget to say let’s invest more in that area. I am also asking the legislators 
to work with me to create a commission outside of government, with people from all sectors to say how do we look at 
best practices? It’s a model that’s worked well in places such as Tennessee. So let’s work on 3rd grade reading. And, I 
do want to give a shout out to two representatives, Amanda Price and Adam Zemke and then Senator Phil Pavlov for your 
great work in this field. Thank you for your efforts to help push things along. I have never seen shy Representatives and 
Senators like this. We need you guys to stand up for a good applause.
 The next area is something else critically important. It’s the intersection between high school and higher education. We 
build artificial boundaries that create inefficiencies and failure points for our young people, and what do I mean by that. First 
of all, if you think about it, think about your own situation, think back, how good did we do career counseling for you back 
in high school and when you were starting college. Most people just smile because you didn’t get any help, and very few 
people are getting the assistance they deserve and could really use in terms of career counseling. We need to improve that, 
but what else can we do? That is where you find the skilled trade training/career tech education/job oriented career tech ed., 
but the problem is, is it in the ISD or is it in the community college and do you know where to look and how to get those 
programs to work together? We need to dramatically improve that, again not threatening the organizations but creating 
partnerships. And then you look at the question of accelerating, getting people through faster and then helping reduce college 
cost expense. That’s dual enrollment, that’s middle college, that’s all these other opportunities that fall right in that sweet 
spot of that intersection. We need to build a seamless system so that the users of that system don’t need to figure out where 
they are, where they fit in, what separate place they need to go to, versus making it easy for them to get assistance, 
understanding of where that career counseling is, where those great career tech opportunities are, how to do it faster, and 
better and less expensively. That is the path to success. I want to give a shout out to a group that is staring to do that. And, 
they came together to make this happen and they are with us tonight. Marquette-Alger Technical Middle College and what 
have they done? It was a combination with Eagle Mine, a company coming together with Northern Michigan University and 
in the school districts in both Marquette and Alger counties, to say let’s create a middle college. For those of you who don’t 
know, a middle college is an opportunity to get your high school diploma and either a technical certificate or credits towards 
an associate’s degree or an associate’s degree in five years. What a tremendous outcome. And, we have several people with 
us today that I want to recognize that are a part of that. If you could stand, we have Cody Revord, a junior in the program; 
Fritz Erickson, president of Northern Michigan; Chantae Lessard, corporate responsibility manager for Eagle Mine; and, Stu 
Bradley, the chairman of the Education Committee at the institution. Thank you so much for your innovative work. That is 
the kind of creativity that makes Michigan great and thank you for coming from the U.P. to visit us tonight.
 The final thing I want to mention on the education front, is to continue some work, we didn’t finish in the last session 
and that’s let’s finish teacher effectiveness. Our teachers deserve the best tools to help them be great teachers. And, we should 
be working on that. 
 In terms of more and better jobs, a couple of things I would mention. First of all we are going to create regional prosperity 
teams. We have the ten regions across the state, but as Michigan has come back and been strong doing well in so many 
different ways, there are certain geographies that are being left behind and I am talking about urban and rural areas that 
have not been participating. What I want to ask our 10 regions to do is to identify places of greatest need within their 
region, where they are willing to devote resources and we’ll bring our resources to the table and will go to those 
communities and we’ll help them be successful in job creation and training and making sure they are participating in the 
comeback of Michigan, so we are going to make a focused effort there.
 The other thing I call for is a continuation of the dialogue and discussion on Elliott-Larsen and I appreciate the prior 
discussions that were had, but let’s keep up that dialogue and let’s show that we can deal with the issues of discrimination 
in our state. Thank you.
 On the people front. We have a problem that we need to address. We worked on it, but not good enough and that is the 
case of drug abuse in our state. The numbers show we probably have 650,000 plus people with a substance abuse disorder. 
If you looked at it in terms of death from drug overdose and drug poising, that number has gone up four-fold since 1999. 
Last year we had a summit on heroin to help address the issue, but that’s not good enough, so I am making a call now 
to say let’s develop a comprehensive plan by October where we can do more to prevent drug abuse within our state and 
help these people.
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 Energy and the Environment. We need a long-term policy and so in March I am going to do a special message on Energy, 
the main pillars are affordability, reliability and environmental protection. It needs to be an adaptable policy because of 
the lack of federal policy and the challenges of a global market place. We need to focus in on important things, such as, 
eliminating energy waste and the conversion from coal to natural gas assets of the state of Michigan and renewables. And 
the other part of that is, we can do better to organize ourselves so I am calling for the creation of an Agency on Energy 
that would combine the MPSC people with Energy office people with people from experts, LARA and the MEDC on how 
we can all work together to come up with better policies. 
 One area in particular, I would mention that we should be proud of is that we made tremendous progress in solving a 
huge crisis and threat to the Upper Peninsula that we’ve announced agreements now that can make a fundamental difference 
for the U.P. We need to make sure those agreements get executed and completed, but we can show that we can do great 
things on energy in our state. 
 I am going to go fast on the next two or three because I don’t want to run out of time on some cool stuff, again. On 
invasive we are doing great work and this is the year to really step forward on invasive species in terms of identifying priority 
areas, early detection sites being put into place and education of our citizens. And, so, that is a big investment we will 
be making that will make a difference. 
 In terms of effective, efficient and accountable government, I am asking our legislature to work on doing fiscal notes 
with legislation, so we can see the budgetary impact and how to be more efficient. Now, I am watching who clapped to 
see if can make sure those turn into votes. 
 We did legislation at the end of last year on an early warning system for municipalities. We didn’t finish the work on 
schools and we need to go ahead and finish that work on schools.
 To give you an update something that is of interest to many people, on the whole situation of emergency managers. 
Since I have been Governor, we have had 11 different cities or school districts that have had an EM. I am pleased to 
report, 6 of them have left emergency manager status and we have a 7th on the way. This system is generally working 
well, but the point is let’s avoid emergency managers, let’s do early warning. And, the other thing I am calling for is we 
need to do a score card for all local jurisdictions in state jurisdictions about financial performance and performance in 
terms of objectives that is easier for our citizens to use and to see. Let’s create this easy to use scorecard that our citizens 
deserve so that we can be more accountable and transparent in how we are operating and what our challenges are within 
government and important opportunities.
 One subset of that, in particular, I would like to mention that we’re working on is a case of Detroit, for example, and 
a few other communities, we have an uncorted educational environment where we have a school district, we have the case 
of Detroit, the EAA, we have charter schools, an environment that is not creating success for our students. They deserve 
it. They deserve to have a great education. So, they have a bright chance at college, career and life and we need to do 
more on that. And, I appreciate the work going on with the coalition now lead by the Skillman Foundation, but before 
the first half of the year, I hope to call for legislation to bring more structure and more thoughtfulness to deal with these 
challenged situations. To say the answer in my view, needs to begin by saying we need to raise the bar and standard on 
every educational institution, whether it be a public school, a charter school, the EAA and we need a common bar, that’s 
a high bar, that’s an increasing bar that make sure these kids get the best education possible. Thank you.
 And I want to give a quick shout out. I have a fellow CPA that has been a great help in this and that is Rep. Earl 
Poleski. So, Earl, thank you for your work on that. 
 And one thing is important when I talk about Detroit or challenged educational environments. We have some awesome 
schools in Detroit and I want to recognize that and we have a great illustration here tonight. Davison Elementary-Middle 
School, they have something called the Techno Dragons and it’s an awesome program where the middle school students 
are essentially the tech support for the institution. Their one of the most outstanding schools in Detroit and the point here is 
even in the environment we have today some of the best schools you can find are right in Detroit and we should be proud of 
that. But, I ask our Techno Dragons and their teacher and coordinator to stand up and let’s give them a big round of applause. 
 Now for the roadmap for the year ahead, in February we are going to do the budget, in particular we have challenges 
because of tax credits from the last decade. It is going to require special work, extra effort, but we are not going to be 
beaten by some legacy of the past. We are doing smart things today and we will work through those issues, but in 
particular I am looking towards, Chairman Pscholka and Chairman Hildenbrand for your leadership on the budget, about 
getting a budget done, 5 years in a row on time, done well and balanced. In terms of other things, though, in March we 
are going to do statewide summits with the regions on both jobs and education and I invited you to participate. In March, 
we will do the Energy message and in May I am going to do a special message on criminal justice and in October we 
have to work on the drug abuse plan to get that in place, so we have a busy year.
 Now, in terms of closing, what I would like to say is first of all, the last 4 years were a special honor to be your Governor 
and the teamwork that we showed in the bi-partisanship on how to take on tough problems and solve them together. Act 
above politics. We took on problems that had been their for decades, whether it be the Grand Bargain, Healthy Michigan, 
so many different things, Transportation. We should be proud of that. We still have some to clean up. We need to finish 
Transportation, we have this tax credit issue, but the second 4 years, in particular, is an opportunity to set that big vision 
for the future. To fundamentally step back and say there is a better way for government to operate and that is the River 
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of Opportunity. This is truly an opportunity to revolutionize how we operate and recognize we work for real people. We 
work for them. They deserve results. They don’t deserve to be a number of 15 different programs. Let’s do something 
about that. 
 The other thing I would mention to you in particular is kind of interesting in the time of this event. In a couple of hours 
you get to hear another speech and what I would say on this is I think it is a great opportunity to watch both speeches and 
not just watch the speeches, but watch the outcome and results. Well, we solve problems in Michigan, we have gridlock 
in Washington and this is not a partisan comment, folks. Both sides have huge issues. Gridlock is not a good answer for 
any of us. And, if you look at the positioning their already looking at figuring out how to take shots at one another. We don’t 
do that here. Does it make a difference? It absolutely does. We use relentless positive action. Thank you.
 For the historical archives, I would have it noted that is the latest of my 5 speeches that phrase has been used. We use 
relentless positive action to solve the tough problems, where they spend most of their time on fighting and blame and 
leaving those problems for future generations. We balance budgets; we pay our debts. We reformed our tax system to be 
simple, fair and efficient. We have worked above politics to do great things, as I mentioned the Grand Bargain, Healthy 
Michigan. We’re leading the nation in creating manufacturing jobs. We’re leading the nation in early childhood education. 
We’re going to lead the nation in career tech education and the skilled trades. We’re going to lead the nation in treating 
our citizens as real people, not programs. With your partnership, we’re going to continue moving Michigan to the top to say 
we can be the best, to do the right thing by our citizens and it’s something we should be proud of. It is going to require 
hard work. It is going to require cooperation, understanding, but as relentless positive action works, let’s not talk about 
how we differ; let’s embrace diversity as a positive power. Let’s find the common ground and take on those tough issues 
and solve them together, because that is what our citizens want; that’s what they deserve. So, thank you for the opportunity 
to share tonight with you. 
 Thank you, good night, and God bless the state of Michigan, the United States of America and each and every one of 
you. Thank you.”

 The business of the Joint Convention having been completed, the Governor, the Justices of the Supreme Court, the 
Judges of the Court of Appeals and the State Officers withdrew.

 Representative Nesbitt moved that the Joint Convention adjourn.
 The motion prevailed, the time being 7:55 o’clock p.m.

 The Lt. Governor and members of the Senate retired.

 The Speaker announced that the House of Representatives and Senate had met in Joint Convention and had listened to 
the message of the Governor.

______

 Rep. Yonker moved that the House adjourn.
 The motion prevailed, the time being 8:00 p.m.

 The Speaker declared the House adjourned until Wednesday, January 21, at 1:30 p.m.

GARY L. RANDALL
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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